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Highway Log 
 

The following is a comprehensive list of landmarks along the Steese Highway to Fox, the Elliott 
Highway to Manley, the Minto Cut-off to Minto, and the Dalton Highway to Deadhorse. This log 
also includes documentation of various events - fires, floods, vehicle accidents, oil spills etc. - 
which have occurred along the highway. This documentation is not complete by any means, and 
those events included were chosen because there was information available on them and not 
because they are more significant than others. 
 
The distance indicators have been measured to the tenth of a mile from the posted mile markers, 
starting from the southern end of each mile. In places, the mileposts are as little as .7 of a mile 
apart (around Livengood, for example) so the numbers in this log may be somewhat off, 
especially traveling south. 
 
Wiseman landmarks can be found in Appendix A, Oil Field Tour landmarks in Appendix B. 
There is a separate log for the Parks Highway between Fairbanks and Denali National Park. 
 
 
 
Steese Highway   (S)  page 2-3 
Elliott Highway   (E)  page 3-16 
Minto Road      (M)  page 14 
Dalton Highway  (D)  page 17-61 
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Steese Highway 
 

 
S.2.7 Birch Hill and Birch Hill Cemetery. 
 
S4.6 Chena Hot Springs Road. 
 
S6.4 Hagelbarger Road to the west; Steele Creek Road to the east. Denali viewpoint. 
 
S8.5E Pipeline. Engineer Creek was dredged twice. 
 
S8.7W This is the former sight of Pump 13, a short-lived souvenir and coffee shop run by 

entrepreneur John Reeves. The orange machine is called a Le Tourneau Snow Train. 
It was used during the 1950s to haul cement and rebar from Circle City and Eagle to 
remote DEW line construction sites [Lounsbury – September 1, 2015 personal 
conversation]. A later and larger version, called a Land Otter (Overland Train Terrain 
Evaluation Research), was sold to the Army in 1962 but never used because heavy lift 
helicopters made it obsolete. Other items stored at this site are steam pipes for 
thawing frozen overburden in preparation for its removal before gold dredging, and 
buckets from a dredge. 

 
S8.8W Land-otter 
 
S9.0 Highway crosses Engineer Creek. Pipeline crosses under the highway: The mainline 

pipe is in a larger metal casing to protect it from road traffic. Due to shifting in the 
ground, the mainline pipe came into contact or near-contact with the casing and 
caused a short, which in turn increased corrosion of the pipeline. In 2016, Alyeska 
alleviated this problem by attaching an electrical cable to the pipeline on either side of 
the short. Because the problem was occurring under the road, this work had to be 
done without trenching (so as not to disrupt traffic). This was accomplished by 
drilling a hole horizontally under the road and running the cable through this hole. 
Since the work was being done right in Engineer Creek, steps had to be taken to 
prevent pollution of the water, necessitating a series of containment ponds. The pipe 
itself was not replaced [Hegdal 2016]. 

 
 
S9.6W Fox. Goldstream Road. Serrated piles of gravel on either side of the road are tailings 

from Gold Dredge Number 8. 
 
S10E McKersey Ct. 
 
S10.5E Cold Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory Permafrost Tunnel. 
 
S11.2E Steese Highway continues to the east. 
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Elliott Highway 
 
 

E0 Steese Highway intersection. Weigh Station. 
 
E0.2E Northern Moosed RV Park. The old Elliott Highway apparently crossed the new road 

here. 
 
E0.3E Old Chatanika Trail roughly paralleled the Steese Highway out to Chatanika. 
 
E0.4W Fox spring. 
 
E0.5 Thunder Road to the east. The Davidson Ditch ended very close to this location. It ran 

on the east side of Fox Creek some yards up the hill. 
 
E0.7 On October 23, 2002 a single-engine Cessna 208 piloted by Bill McIntire was forced 

to use this stretch on the highway to land when his engine failed on the way in to 
Fairbanks. Traffic was stopped for about 90 minutes to remove the plane. 

 
E1.2W Eldorado Gold Mine. Highway crosses Fox Creek. 
 
E1.4E Fox Creek Mine. 
 
E1.6 Fox Creek “Sniper Mine.” On July 4 — 5, 1998 a lone gunman forced police to close 

the road for nearly 24 hours before they were able to talk him into turning himself in. 
One police dog was wounded and a squad car was shot up during the episode. 

 
E2.5 Heather Rini (21) died when she collided with the guardrail on her motorcycle as she 

was heading north up the hill on Aug. 29, 2009. For many years there was a cross on 
the corner for Heather but this disappeared in 2016. 

 
E2.6 Tanana Valley Railroad roadbed can be seen in the line of trees on the slope opposite. 

Electrical lines to the Fort Knox gold mine cross the road. 
 
E3 February 12, 2019 an armed suspect  in a robbery and carjacking (Garrett James 

Ebenal) went off the road in whiteout conditions while being pursued by Fairbanks 
police. He threatened officers with a gun and was fatally shot [FDNM – February 13, 
2019. 

 
E3.3 A tunnel, part of the Davidson Ditch water system, crossed under the hill at this 

location. The current road is oriented roughly forty-five degrees off from the tunnel 
with the downhill side of the tunnel to the east. 

 



 
4 

E3.4W Old Murphy Dome Road to west. For a time in the 1970s this was the finish line for 
the Old Fox Loppett, a 50 kilometer cross-country ski race that started at the top of 
Murphy Dome. There is a firebreak along the north edge of most of this road which 
can be seen from several places on the Elliott, especially southbound. Vault Creek 
starts right where Old Murphy Dome Road takes off from the Elliott, flowing 
northwest into the Chatanika just downstream from Olnes Pond. 

 
E3.4E Silver Fox Road to east. NATC used this old mining road in July of 1998 to ferry 

guests around a roadblock caused by a sniper at mile E1.6. The University of Alaska 
Fairbanks owns Silver Fox mine about half way between the Elliott and Steese 
Highways which it uses for some of its mineral engineering courses. 

 
E4.1E True North mine site is visible to the East. From 2001-2004 gold-bearing ore was 

taken out of True North and processed at Fort Knox. Reclamation of the site was 
completed in 2014. 

 
E4.3 A pick-up truck caught fire and burned here April 10, 2016, holding up traffic for just 

over an hour. No further information. 
 
E4.4W Amayun Lane (2 residences) 
 
E4.5E Chicago Bear Lane (1 residence) 
 
E4.6W Driveway (1 residence) 
 
E4.7 Pedro Dome can be seen to the north and east. This is a United States Air Force 

White Alice radio relay site (see discussion under Distant Early Warning System). 
There is also an AT&T Alascom communications tower here. The white sphere is 
part of the Federal Aviation Administration’s Traffic Control system. 

 
E5E Dome Creek visible to the east. Near the head of Dome Creek was once the site of 

Dome City. 
 
E5.2W Hilltop Truck Stop. The restaurant here is famous for Fat Man and other home-made 

pies. 
 
E5.3E Old Elliott Highway. The original highway turned and crossed Dome Creek near its 

headwaters, following the slope on the East side of Dome Creek and intersecting the 
current highway at Davidson Ditch Road. 

 
E5.9 A large Davidson Ditch siphon crossed the valley just north of Dome City from Pedro 

Dome to the top of the ridge. The present Elliott Highway crosses the old location of 
this pipe somewhere near this location. 

 
E6~ An old railway station called Ridgetop was located in this area during the 1910s. In 

1908, W.F. Thompson started a weekly newspaper, the Tanana Miner, here as well. 
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E6.1W Vault Road and pipeline access. Here the pipeline passes very close to the old mining 

community of Vault. This was the site of a 1977 bomb detonation on the pipeline 
[FDNM — July 26, 1977]. Vault Creek Road leads to a small subdivision (Wildcat 
Creek Way, Treasure Street, Babe Creek Road). 

 
E8.1 Highway crosses Dome Creek. 
 
E8.6 Davidson Ditch Road. This was part of the old Elliott Highway. 
 
E8.9E At Your Own Risk Road leads to a small subdivision (Lundeberg Road, Simpson 

Way, Olnes Loop Road). 
 
E9.3 Olnes. The Elliott intersects with the old Tanana Valley Railroad which ran from 

Chena to Chatanika. This was the farthest north point on the line. Just past Olnes it 
curved back to the East. Olnes General Store, which was located on the west side of 
the road just north of the curve, burned in 1993. Until around 2005 a man named Bud 
Anderson, a retired dredge operator, lived in Olnes. His son is currently living on the 
family property here [Holmberg 2016]. 

 
E10.6E Pipeline access: Control Valve 70. 
 
E10.9W Road to Olnes Pond. Olnes Pond is stocked by Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 
 
E10.9 Chatanika River. The Chatanika contains populations of arctic grayling and sheefish 

as well as small runs of chum and king salmon. For a while whitefish spearing in 
September was quite popular, but has been closed since 1994 due to overuse. Current 
bridge constructed in 1971 [USDOT 2013]. Major bridge deck replacement May-July 
2019. 

 
E11.1W Whitefish Campground. A state recreational area. 
 
E11.4E Haystack Drive leads to a subdivision on Haystack Mountain. Electrical lines were 

run to the subdivision during the winter of 1998 — 1999. The extension to Himalaya 
was installed 20 years later. 

 
E11.2 Minor road reroute started in 2018. This is to mitigate the perpetual thermokarsting 

that has occurred on this corner. 
 
E12.5W Small pullout is a favorite of Aurora watchers and is occupied most nights during the 

winter. 
 
E13 Willow Creek flows generally north to south into the Chatanika River. Northern end 

of 2019 road construction project. During the summer of 2019, a pair of Osprey built 
two nests on adjoining power poles (north side). 
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E13.2 The power line crossing the road here was put in from Haystack to Himalaya (E11.4-
14.9) during the winter of 2018 – 2019. 

 
E13.3W Old Man Riley’s cabin. Old Man Riley was an Inupiaq man who used the cabin for 

moose hunting. Even after he became too old to live on his own, he would come out 
from the nursing home every fall and sit on an easy chair placed on the roof. The 
cabin was built on a pingo and when the Elliott was widened to make it passable for 
the trucks hauling supplies to Prudhoe Bay, they cut into the pingo, causing it to melt 
and the cabin to slump in. 

 
E13.7W Yogi Drive (unmarked) leads to Bear’s Den subdivision. 2015/2017 Fiber Optic 

Cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west side. 
 
E14.2W Gravel pit. 
 
E14.9W Himalaya Road. Pipeline access: control valve 68A; remote gate valve 69, 69A; old 

material site. 
 
E15.5E Cuckoo’s Nest. 
 
E16 Boundary of Fairbanks Mining District (to the south) and Tolovana Mining District 

(to the north). 
 
E18.4 Washington Creek. This was the original starting point of the TAPS corridor. The 

area was burned by a forest fire in 1971, after which UAF and BLM established the 
Washington Creek Fire Ecology Experimental Area. Washington Creek was a 
favorite trapping area for people from Old Minto. There is (or was) an old trapping 
cabin upstream from the road that was also used occasionally by freighters hauling 
goods in to Livengood [CFrank 2016]. 

 
E18.9 British Petroleum, Phillips and Exxon Mobil conducted technical trenching trials 

during the spring of 2002. The 10 year study looked at soil subsidence and various 
methods of re-vegetation. 

 
E20.1W Pull out. Cushman Creek crossing. 
 
E21.4 Southern edge of an area burned by a forest fire in 1971. After this fire UAF and 

BLM established the Washington Creek Fire Ecology Experimental Area. 
 
E20.7W A small team of dogs was housed here during the winter of 2016-2017. The house 

was put up shortly after. No further information. 
 
E21.5W Pull out (not recommended). The creek in the valley to the south is Snowshoe Creek. 
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E22.5E The 22 ½ mile sign marks a private driveway constructed in 2010. 160 acres of land 
here was homesteaded in the 1970s [David Weisensel – personal conversation 
2/14/2019]. 

 
E22.6 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
E23.4W Pull out 
 
E24 In August 1990 a truck went off the road here and spilled some unrecorded amount of 

diesel. The cause of the accident was ascribed to “negligent driving” [FDNM — Dec. 
20, 1990]. 

 
E27.6W Pull out. 
 
E27.7W Pipeline access: remote gate valve 68; old material site. 
 
E27.8E Wickersham Dome. This is the highest point between Fairbanks and the Arctic Circle 

at 3,207 ft. Trailhead for the White Mountain Recreational Area. This was also called 
Snowshoe Pass and at one time there was a roadhouse near here for travelers making 
their way to and from Livengood [Parker 2003]. Headwaters of Snowshoe Creek 
(flowing south). 

 
E28.7W Pull out. 
 
E29.1E Granite tors can be seen on the hill ahead as well as an Alyeska communications relay 

station. 
 
E29.6E Spring water comes from DOT piping. It is not tested and its quality is not monitored, 

however, locals do drink it with no adverse effects. 
 
E30.4 First paved section of the Elliott ended here until 1979. Northern boundary of 

Fairbanks North Star Borough.  
 
E30.4W Paved pull out. Pipeline access. 
 
E31 This is the beginning of Aggie Creek, which flows southwest into Washington Creek. 
 
E31.5E Pull out (not recommended). 
 
E31.9W Paved pull out. 
 
E32.4W Pipeline access road. 
 
E33 Southern boundary of Aggie Creek fire, which jumped the road in late June 2015. 

This fire burned around 31,700 acres 
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E34 Pipeline view. The road to the east is part of the original Elliott Highway and can be 

seen following the contour of the hills on the east side of Globe Creek for the next 
several miles. 

 
E34.7W Pipeline access. 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; 

South = east side. 
 
E35.5 Northern boundary of 2015 Aggie Creek fire. 
 
E36 Gravel was used for building the highway. Old Elliott Highway.  
 
E36.2W Kyle’s corner. Good pull out for aurora watching during winter months. 
 
E37 Globe Creek. This is a great example of a thaw bulb. Bridge constructed in 1978 

[USDOT 2013]. Site of summer camp locally famous for its zip-line, which can be 
seen from the road. There used to be an Athabaskan camp on Globe Creek used by 
people from Old Minto. People would walk up Globe Creek and over the divide to 
fish for whitefish in Birch Creek [CFrank 2016]. Starting in 1914 there was a 
roadhouse (Globe Roadhouse) somewhere near here on the old Olnes-Livengood 
Trail. It was owned by Fred Koda who was eventually sent to a concentration camp 
for Japanese in New Mexico during World War II [Parker 2003]. 

 
E37.2E Old Elliott Highway. 
 
E37.4E Pipeline materials site access road. 
 
E37.9 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
E38 Globe Hill. 
 
E38.4E Parking for Grapefruit Rocks. 
 
E39.2 Grapefruit Rocks. 
 
E39.3E Gravel pit. 
 
E40.6 Mystery clearing to the west (now grown up); Pipeline access to the west. 
 
E40.8W Tatalina subdivision. 
 
E40.9 View of Pump Station Seven. 
 
E42.8W Pump Station Seven. There is an earthquake monitoring station here. 
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E44.5 Possible view of Denali, especially for southbound travelers. 
 
E44.8 Tatalina River. Current bridge constructed in 2002 [USDOT 2013]. Just north of the 

old bridge was a roadhouse (Lankey Roadhouse; later Tatalina Roadhouse) used by 
travelers on their way to and from Livengood [CFrank 2016]. 

 
E44.9W Pipeline access: remote gate valve 67; old materials site. 
 
E45.3 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
E46.4 Old gravel pit. 
 
E47.1E Pull out (not recommended). 
 
E47.3W Gravel from this pit was used to resurface the road from Wickersham to Livengood in 

1993. 
 
E49.4E Joy, Alaska and the Arctic Circle Trading Post. Call-out for NATC vehicles re-

entering the highway in either direction. 
 
E49.9W Northern Lights School was taken down in circa 2010. 
 
E50.5 During pipeline construction hiring priority was given to local residents. Many people 

took up temporary residency in Joy for the sole reason of upping their chances for 
getting work. A number of shacks still dot the woods though they are nearly 
impossible to see from the road. 

 
E51.4E Hit and Run. Small snack bar. Also advertises lodging. 
 
E51.9E Large gravel pull out is great for Aurora viewing. 
 
E52.4 Cascaden Corner. Blanche Cascaden was a prominent Livengood citizen who is 

credited with successfully promoting for construction of the Elliott Highway in the 
1930s. She died in a car accident at mile 59 (of the old Elliott Highway) in 1959. 
October 6, 2015 a tractor trailer slid sideways here, blocking the road for some hours. 

 
 In the 1950s a plane crashed on the hillside east of the highway. It was carrying boxes 

of gas [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E55.2W Booster installation for fiber optic cable put in in August 2016. Pipeline access: old 

materials site (4.5 miles west of the highway). 
 
E56.4W Deep thermokarst hole visible next to the road. 
 
E56.5 Bridge Creek 
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E57E Colorado Creek Trailhead for the White Mountain Recreational Area. The road 

crosses the Tolovana River. Northern pike (where the Tatalina flows in), arctic 
grayling, whitefish and long-nosed suckers can be caught in the Tolovana. Bridge was 
constructed in 1969 [USDOT 2013]. From 1915 to at least 1932 there was a 
roadhouse where the old trail crossed the Tolovana. It was called the Casey 
Roadhouse, later the Tolovana Crossing Roadhouse and was one of the more upscale 
(or at least famous) along the route [Parker 2003]. 

 
E57.1E Merriman homestead (see Muleskinner in the encyclopedia). 
 
E57.2E Gravel pit. 
 
E57.7 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side 
 
E59.3E Tolovana River. This river flows around the northern edge of the Minto Flats (right 

past Minto) before flowing into the Tanana. 
 
E59.8E Pull out. 
 
E60.8 Cleary Creek 
 
E62 July 2019 a wildfire (another Hess Creek Fire) crossed the road at this point, moving 

from north to south. At the time, this was the largest fire burning in the United States. 
Traveler cautions were issued due to visibility and the presence of crews, but the road 
was not closed. 

 
E64E Amy Dome to the north. 
 
E64.7 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side 
 
E65.3 Ester Creek 
 
E65.5E Northern Mercantile Store. Despite the Road Closed sign, the old Elliott highway can 

be accessed here and taken as far as Livengood, although there is a creek crossing that 
is occasionally washed out. Do not attempt to take a coach through here! 

 
E66.8 Olive Creek. Mining at Olive Creek began in 1915 and continued through about 

1940. Small scale sluicing also occurred in the 1980s. There is no record of 
production specific to Olive Creek. 

 
E68E Money Knob. Livengood was the last major gold discovery in Alaska for the reason 

that the deposits are located uncharacteristically high on the hillside. Radio Fairbanks 
has a microwave repeater station on Money Knob. 
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E69E Installation of some kind – possibly for fiber optic cable. 
 
E69.5 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
E70 Dunbar/Brooks Trail. The pipeline construction camp seen in the distance to the west 

was the only one built on private land, and is the only one that was not dismantled 
when construction was finished. On a clear day, one can see Denali from this point. 

 
E70.1 Livengood Creek Bridge. The plans for upgrading this section of the road submitted 

to contractors had the bridge at this location. When the contractor who won the bid 
discover that it was not actually at the creek, he demanded more money from the 
State. When the State refused, the contractor went ahead and put the bridge where his 
plans specified it should go. The culverts for Livengood Creek were put in later 
[NPiispanen]. 

 
E70.2 Livengood Creek. 
 
E71E Livengood turnoff. Livengood itself is two miles upstream to the east. 
 
E71.1W Pull out. Commercial Vehicle Enforcement occasionally sets up a check point at this 

pull out. There is a geocache in the woods to the south of the pull out. 
 
E71.3E Gravel pit. 
 
E72.9E Old Elliott Highway. For many years there was a simple wooden arch over the road 

that said “Lewisville”. There is private land acquired through the Native Allotment 
Act by Maureen and Ray Lewis in 1967 north of the Old Elliott Highway. This is 
where Danny Lewis, who shot the pipeline, grew up. It is currently abandoned. 

 
 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
E73N Rosebud Creek. Old highway borrow pit (materials site). This valley is also the site of 

an archaeological site (LIV-052 or Tolovana 8) partially explored around 1976. 
Numerous flakes of Livengood chert were unearthed. 

 
E73.1 Dalton Highway begins. Elliott Highway continues west another 40 miles to Minto; 

80 miles to Manley Hot Springs and (on the Tofty Road extension (2016) to the 
Yukon River just upstream from Tanana. Part of the Old Elliott comes in here from 
the east. 

 
E74.1 Old tractor trail crosses the current highway 
 
E74.3N The Livengood Pipeline Construction Camp is now in private hands. On the south 

side is a United Utilities, Inc. Tower. 
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E74.4S Livengood Pipeline Camp airstrip hidden in the trees to the south. 
 
E74.7 West Fork of the Tolovana. Just downstream from here was the old (2015-2016) town 

called West Fork. The Tolovana Tramway started in West Fork and went east to 
Livengood. 

 
 Cascaden Ridge to the north named after David Cascaden who owned several mines 

in Livengood and the Tolovana Tramway 
 
E74.9S Dave and Elsie McConnel home site [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E75.3 road crossing. 
 
E76.5N Old gravel pit. 
 
E76.6S Small dirt road leads down to Brown Lake. Edwin Brown, son of the famous John 

Brown, lived here for 40 or so years. He died in 1952 [GLounsbury 2016]. 
 
E77.7N small dirt road. This and numerous other small access roads were put in by the State 

of Alaska when they surveyed Cascaden subdivision here [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E78N small dirt road. The house here was for sale in 2016. 
 
E78.3N small dirt road 
 
E78.9N small dirt road 
 
E79.5S road to old materials site. 
 
E80 There is often overflow ice in through this stretch of road in the winter. 
 
E80.2S material site 
 
E81.8N small dirt road 
 
E83.4N Some squatter tried to build a cabin here but was kicked off by the State. No further 

details [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E84S Virgil Titus had a cabin here [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E84.9N pit 
 
E85.8 Pull out. 
 
E85.9 King Creek 
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E86.8S Pull out. 
 
E87N Carlos Frank Sr. had a camp here at one time [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E88.2N small dirt road 
 
E88.5 In 1975, Carlos Frank Sr. shot a cow moose here out of season to use in a potlach in 

honor of Delnor Charlie of Minto who had recently died. A traveler reported the 
hunting party to the State and Frank was charge and convicted in the state court (he 
was sentenced to 45 days in jail (30 suspended) and fined $500 ($250 suspended). 
This conviction was reversed by the State Supreme Court in December 1979 and the 
restrictions on hunting out of the normal season by Native Alaskans for specific 
ceremonies was altered. According to Frank himself (personal conversation 2016), 
many of the young men of Minto came forward to confess to the deed, showing the 
State game warden investigating a wide variety of firearms with which they had shot 
the moose – including a shotgun, a 30-06, and a .22. When asked if he (Frank) had 
any moose meat in his freezer, he told them that he had some meat but that he was no 
longer sure what kind it was [CFrank 2016]. 

 
E91.8N Small road goes quite a ways up north. Firefighters on the 2005 fire found an old bus 

(or van) with a least one body in it some ways up this road. A hose had been stretched 
from the exhaust to the cab and the body(s) had been there quite some time when 
found [CFrank 2016]. 

 
E92N Sawtooth (Seth-de-ya-ah) Mountains. 
 
E92.1 Denali view. 
 
E92.4S Pull out. 
 
E92.8S Parking for trail to Tolovana Hot Springs. This trail is about 11 miles long. 
 
E94 Ptarmigan Hill pull out. Great Denali view! 
 
E96.2S small dirt road goes down to Minto Lakes 
 
E96.6S This old cat train road leads to some Native land parcels and is not used any more. 
 
E97.9S Pull out. 
 
E98.4S Pull out. 
 
E98.7N road work storage site (2016) 
 
E99.9 Pull out. 
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E100.5N road leads to a number of gold mines in the Sawtooth Mountains [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E101.4N Pull out. 
 
E102 Elliott Highway crosses an old trail to Stevens Village [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E104.9S Pull out. 
 
E105.9 Old trail for hauling caribou from the high country down into Minto [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E106.5 Pull out with interpretive sign put up by Doyon (Alpine Tundra,, Moose, 

Subsistence). 
 
E107.4S Old road to Minto [CFrank 2016]. 
 
E107.6N Pull out. 
 
E108S Communications tower on the hill is built on land leased from the Minto Village 

Corporation [CFrank 2016]. To the north is an old trail into the mountains. 
 
E109.4 Road to the Tanana Athabaskan village of Minto (about 11 miles away). 
 
 
M1.3 Carlos Frank Sr. put in the original road to Minto, cutting across country from the 

Elliott with a cat and no prior surveying. For several reasons, including accessing a 
trapping cabin and not really knowing the best route, this original road was 21 miles 
long. It crossed the current road here [CFrank 2016]. 

 
M2.7 Gravel pit 
 
M4.1W Carlos Frank’s original road came in here. The current road follows his cut down into 

Minto. 
 
M4.6E Old. Pre-Minto airstrip visible as stand of smaller trees. 
 
M5.6W Landfill 
 
M6.2 Old trail between Livengood and Manley crosses here [CFrank 2016]. 
 
M7.4 Uncle Sam Creek 
 
M8.1E Cemetery 
 
M9.1E Al Wright Airport 
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M9.2 Old Minto road from Elliott 
 
M9.6 road to airport 
 
 
 
E109.4 Boundary of Tolovana Mining District (to the East) and Hot Springs Mining District 

(to the West). 
 
E111.3N gravel pit 
 
E112.7N Pull out. Old highway visible. 
 
E119.8N Pull out. Old highway visible. 
 
E123.5N Pull out 
 
E124.2N gravel pit 
 
E127.5N dirt road 
 
E128.6 Hutlinana Creek and trail to Hutlinana Hot Springs. The water at Hutlinana comes 

from the same formation that produces the hot water at Manley [JDart 2017]. 
 
E129.4N Eureka 
 
E130.1N Old Elliott Highway loop 
 
E130.9N Old Elliott Highway loop 
 
E131.1 old homestead 
 
E131.5 Eastern edge of 2015 North Fork fire (4054 acres) visible on north side of the road 

until EHMP 137. 
 
E132N Scott’s Hangar and Auto Repair. Gravel pit on the south side of the road. 
 
E132.7S Large dog lot and house 
 
E134.9 Baker Creek. Eureka Creek flows into Baker Creek just upstream from the highway. 

Baker Lake is just to the south. 
 
E140.9S Pull out. 
 
E144N Camp Creek. Gravel pit 
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E145 Manley Hot Springs 
 
 In 2016, the Tofty Road was improved and extended another 20 miles beyond Manley 

Hot Springs to Tanana. Cost estimates prior to construction had the project at $11 
million. 

 
E146.6N gravel pit 
 
E147.5 Washington Creek 
 
E148.1 DOT Maintenance Camp 
 
E148.2 Landfill 
 
E148.5 Washeteria and Clinic 
 
 Washington Creek (not the same as the Washington Creek at mile 18.5). 
 
E150.2 Tofty Road takes off from the north side of the Elliott 
 
E150.3 Manley Hot Springs bathhouse. The creek is called Karshner Creek. John Karshner 

discovered the Hot Springs in 1902. 
 
E150.5 Just before crossing the bridge, on the west side, is a small (unmarked) road that leads 

to a number of residences and the Manley Hot Springs Cemetery. A short ways out 
this road is another road taking off to the right which is marked with a sign to the 
cemetery. The road leads through several private yards but is open to the public. From 
the cemetery, a nice trail, actually an old road, leads up to the top of Bean Ridge. 

 
E150.5 Bridge over Manley Hot Springs slough. 
 
E150.6 Manley Roadhouse. 
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Dalton Highway 

 
 
D0 The original road, constructed in 1969-1970, was 28 feet wide. The intersection with 

the Elliott was a T-junction with a stop for southbound vehicles. This was realigned 
around the time the Happy Man reroute was being constructed in 1993, the Elliott 
being moved south of its original course to allow for a more direct approach to 
DHMP0. 

 
 Call-out for NATC vehicles. 
 
D0.5W Rosebud Knob (1,209 feet) 
 
D1W Pipeline access road 
 
D1.1E Dalton Highway sign. The original sign, of carved wood featuring fireweed and a 

map of Alaska with the Dalton Highway, was completed in 2011 and cost $17,000 
(plus installation). It was commissioned by the state DOTPF. In September 2018, a 
second sign was installed north of the first – this one honoring James W Dalton. This 
sign was funded by the Yukon Tanana Historical Society. 

 
Sawtooth Mountains can be seen off to the west. These form the south side of the 
Rampart canyon, the narrowest part of the Yukon River valley. Off and on during the 
late 1940s and early 1950s, antimony was mined in the Sawtooth Mountains. The 
Tanana Athabaskan name for these mountains is “Seth-de-ya-ah” (a combination of 
“mountain” and “chief” [Paul Sherry 2017]. 
 
Call-out for NATC vehicles. 
 

D2.1 Pipeline crossing: North = east side; South = west side. 
 
D2.9W Pull out (not recommended). 
 
D3.7 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
D3.9 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
D4 Top of Five-mile Hill. Call-out for northbound NATC vehicles. 
 
D5.6 Lost Creek. Lost Creek flooded in 1995 and washed out the road. Bottom of Five-

mile Hill. Call-out for southbound NATC vehicles. On June 20, 2018 a northbound 
van went off the road here and rolled several times [NATC guide observation]. 
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D5.7N Pipeline access: old materials site. 
 
D6.1W Gravel pull out. 
 
D7 October 29, 2006 an Alaska West tanker rolled off the highway and spilled 6000 

gallons of diesel 
 
D8.4 Pipeline access: check valve 64; old material site. 
 
D9 Boundary of Rampart Mining District (to the north) and Tolovana Mining District (to 

the south). Erikson Creek flows northward from the east side of the road. 
 
D9.4 Southern boundary of Game Management Unit 20F. 
 
D9.5 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
D9.7 Thermokarst pits and slumping can be seen in the ditch alongside the widened 

highway. 
 
D10.5 On Feb. 21, 1987 a car driven by Encarnacion Marquez went off the road here. A 

pick-up truck stopped and as the driver and Marquez were trying to pull Marquez’s 
car out of the ditch, they were struck by a northbound truck, killing Marquez [FDNM 
— Feb. 22, 1987]. 

 
D10.9W Gravel pull out. 
 
D11 Evidence of Kanas fiber-optic cable built in the summer of 1997 from Valdez to 

Prudhoe Bay. This is marked periodically by red warning stakes. Southern edge of 
Erickson Creek Fire which burned 120,606 acres in 2003 [BLM 2010]. 

 
D12 Highway upgrade and reroute around 2010. This section ends at the south end of 

Happy Man Hill. To the west is a DOT water tank refill location. Old Dalton runs 
parallel to the reroute for a ways to the east. 

 
D12.8 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
D13.7W Thermokarsting from roadwork can be observed alongside the road. 
 
D17.4W Small gravel pull out. 
 
D18.5 Southern end of Happy Man Reroute. This first reconstruction of the Dalton Highway 

was opened on Aug. 14, 1994. Road was paved through this new section. At the old 
DHMP 19.3 the main road turns east to a large gravel pit while the old road (much 
narrower,  angles off down the hill. 
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D18.7W Happy Man visible to the west. 
 
D19.5 Perennial road damage due to slumping on the west side. 
 
D20.6W Hess Creek overlook. Looking toward the Yukon, the Ray Mountains can be seen. 
 
D20.8 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
D21W On the old Happy Man Hill section of the highway, in July 1991, a 60 foot, 28 wheel 

trailer carrying a modular heater unit for a drill site got into the soft shoulder and 
flipped over. The pin connecting the trailer to the tractor snapped, leaving the driver 
safely in his cab on the road. The road was closed for 24 hours as they lifted the unit 
back onto the highway using two cranes [FDNM — Aug. 6, 1991]. 

 
D21.3E Quarry. There is a pond in this quarry. One source has it that this pond formed when 

an exposed ice lens melted1; another that DOT exposed an artesian well here2. This 
source claims the pond is 12 feet deep in one place. Rhett Gorda, who traps along the 
Dalton Highway, parked his truck here in December 2017, not realizing he was sitting 
on a layer of ice. When he returned about an hour later he found his truck standing in 
water. He tried to drive it out and it sank deep enough to flood his floorboards. He got 
out of the truck and was able to get help via his In-Reach. The truck had to be towed 
out [Gorda January 9, 2018]. 

 
D21.4W Pull out. 
 
D22.5W Glory Hole (on the old section of the highway). 
 
D23 Northern end of Happy Man Reroute. Road is gravel for the next 13 miles. 
 
D23.5 Call-out for northbound NATC vehicles. 
 
D23.7 Pipeline access: check valve 63; old materials site. 
 
D23.9 Dalton crosses Hess Creek (also known as Mike Hess Creek) which begins on the 

north side of the divide at the head of Livengood Creek. Named after Mike Hess who 
discovered gold in the creek in 1892, Hess Creek is the largest stream between the 
Elliott and the Yukon River Bridge. Current bridge was constructed in 1982 [USDOT 
2013]. Hess Creek contains arctic Grayling and whitefish live in the creek at this 
location, and burbot, sheefish and northern pike can be found at its mouth [Jensen 
1994]. Hess Creek Dam at the headwaters of the stream provided water for gold 
mining operations in Livengood from the 1930s to the 1960s. A flint station, probably 
of the Denali Complex (see Archaeology) was located on the hillside just north of 

                                            
1 Samantha McNearney private conversation 1/9/2018 
2 DOT via Rhett Gorda, conversation 1/9/2018 
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where the pipeline cross the river [Reanier 1995]. Call-out for southbound NATC 
vehicles. 

 
D24 Northern edge of 2003 Erickson Creek fire [BLM 2010]. 
 
D24.5E Point bar with non-permafrosted ground and permafrost intolerant vegetation. This 

follows in the wake of the advancing stream.  
 
D24.8 Call-out for northbound NATC vehicles. 
 
D25E Remote gate valve operated from Pump Stations Five and Six and from the Valdez 

terminal. Gravel pull out. 
 
D25.? 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = West side; South = East 

side. 
 
D25.5 Southern boundary of 2005 Fish Creek Fire which burned 117,750 acres. 
 
D26 Call-out for southbound NATC vehicles. 
 
D26.6 Hess Creek fire burned in 1967. This is also the stated location of a fire called the 

1971 fire [BLM 2010]. East side is a pipeline stop. West side is a more recent burn 
(1992) much but not all of which was burned over again in 2005. East side was all 
burned by the Fish Creek fire (2005) [BLM 2010]. Pipeline access: remote gate valve. 

 
D28.3W Material site for construction. 
 
D28.3E Pipeline access. 
 
D29.4 Road partially washed out in July 1998. 
 
D29.5 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
D29.6 Pipeline access: check valve 61; manual gate valve 61. 
 
D29.9E Gravel pull out (not recommended, especially in wet weather). 
 
D32.8 Pingo and thaw bulb on west side. East there is a turnout and memorial to John 

Gillette who was murdered in 1993. Gillette was a worker at Pump Station Six. He 
was found at this site dead in his car. To this day the case remains unsolved. 

 
D33.4 Gravel pull outs on either side of the road. 
 
D33.5W Memorial cross for trucker Chuck E. Kelly who went off the road in 1982 in a single-

vehicle accident and froze to death before he was found. 
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D33.8 Hot Cat Creek flows into Hess Creek 25 miles downstream from this point. In May 

1990 a truck roll-over here spilled 3,000 gallons of fuel into the creek. Although 
crews walked the 25 miles to Hess Creek looking for deposits of fuel, it is unclear 
what, if any, remediation was done [FDNM — May 13, 1990]. Pipeline access road to 
the east. 

 
D36 June 3, 2019 a northbound Big State Logistics truck rolled over here, killing the 

driver, Richard Allen Flansberg and spilling around 2,000 gallons of diesel. A 
passenger in the truck was injured. It is believed the truck was traveling at an 
excessive rate of speed. 

 
D36.3 Pipeline access: old materials site. 
 
D36.7 Southern end of paved section. 
 
D38 Highway crosses over the pipeline, which is buried in a casing. It was originally 15.5 

feet below the surface of the road – no doubt more now since road improvements. 
Anodes along the pipeline were replaced here in 2000. Pipeline is west of the road 
north of this location. The small silver building with lights is a cathodic remediation. 

 
D38.1W Pipeline access. 
 
D38.7W Road – possibly to material site for the road upgrade. 
 
D39 On June 18, 2017, Rick Koch (60), city manager for Kenai from 2006-2016 was 

killed when his motorcycle went off the road here. He was not wearing a helmet. 
 
D40.6E Large paved pull out. On October 30, 2001 a checkpoint was set up by Alaska State 

Trooper and the United States Army. This was manned by 2 troopers and six soldiers 
24 hours a day until March 2, 2002 when hours were reduced to 12 (random). It was 
closed on April 5. All vehicles both north- and southbound were required to stop and 
produce identification and a reason for traveling the highway. 

 
D41.7 South end of unnamed 7% grade. 
 
D41.7 Pipeline access. 
 
D42 Waldron Creek fire was started by lightning and burned 7,022 acres in 2004 [BLM 

2010]. It was east of the highway, just barely reaching it here. Travelers reported 
visibility to be less than 7 feet on the bridge during this fire. 

 
 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
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 From here to about mile 53, one can see large numbers of truncated spruce trees that 
were snapped off in March 2019 when heavy loads of hoar frost combined with 
strong winds became more than they could bear. Every year a few trees get broken in 
this area, but I would estimate that as much as 75% were damaged during this 
particular spring. [RW – personal observations] 

 
D42.5 Unnamed 7% grade hill north end. 
 
D43W The road on the west side leads to Isom Creek which is occasionally used by the 

Department of Transportation for watering the highway. 
 
D46.2E View of the Yukon Flats, especially for southbound traffic. 
 
D46.6W Pull out (not recommended). 
 
D47.3 Pull out. Great views of hoarfrost-caked trees in winter. For several years the hill on 

the north side of the road was used by NATC for sledding with guests. In 2018 a 
sightseer (independent traveler) was struck by a truck while taking photos from the 
road. 

 
D47.5E Radio Fairbanks microwave repeater station. There is also a communications station 

operated by the State of Alaska at this site. 
 
D47.6 Southern end of unnamed 7% grade. 
 
D48.4 Pipeline access: old materials site. 
 
D49.2 Highway is gravel north of this point to mile 90. 
 
D50.4E Small pond often used as DOT water supply. 
 
D51 Evidence of a small fire that burned in 1971 [BLM 2010]. 
 
D51.1E Original road to the Yukon before the bridge was constructed leads to hovercraft 

landing site which can be seen from the bridge (barely) on either side of the river. 
Hovercrafts were used to ferry trucks across the river in summer before completion of 
the bridge. Four semis could be hauled over per trip. In winter, trucks crossed on an 
ice bridge. 

 
D51.4 Fire in 1993. Though the pipeline is insulated and should be able to withstand forest 

fires, the Bureau of Land Management tries to protect it from them. They did a back 
burn alongside the road in 1993 and the fire seemed to be under control. However, it 
had gotten into the peat and continued to smolder until August when it restarted and 
burned across both the pipeline and the highway. 

 
D53.0 Memorial cross for Dale Harris (May 1952-Nov 2007) 
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D53.1W Booster installation for fiber optic cable put in in August 2016. 
 
D53.1W Pipeline access. 
 
D53.8W Pump Station Six. Pump Station Six has a refrigerated foundation and a small refinery 

which processes oil to drive the pumps [Alyeska 2001]. It is currently on stand-by but 
there is an oil spill response base at this location and it is used as a base of operations 
for right-of-way maintenance (keeping the pipeline access clear of brush). There is 
also an earthquake monitoring station here. 

 
D54.0 Pipeline crosses under the road in a 64 foot long casing. 
 
D54.5E Pipeline access: check valve 60A. 
 
D55.2W Road (unknown destination). 
 
D55.5 E.L. Patton Yukon River bridge. East side south bank is Shirley Butler’s fish camp 

which she acquired from the federal government as a native allotment. Farther east 
are the hovercraft landing pads; west is the beginning of Rampart canyon. In the fall 
of 2012 a landslide occurred 375 — 575 feet west of the bridge on the south bank. 
There was no damage to the bridge foundation but the event prompted the Alaska 
Division of Geological & Geophysical Surveys to prepare a study on the geology of 
the slope more thoroughly. This study included the drilling of two 151 foot test wells 
near the bridge to determine the sediment and rock structure [Iversen 2013]. TAPS 
corridor hunting restrictions apply north of river. The northern bank marks the 
beginning of the Bureau of Land Management’s Yukon development node. Call-out 
for NATC vehicles. 

 
D56W Yukon Ventures. Operating under BLM permit. Dorothy and Jeremy Cowson sell 

home-made souvenirs from a small shack on the west side of the road. For several 
years, the people of Steven’s Village operated tours on the Yukon River from the 
landing (Yookene Spirit – captains: Dave Lacey, Jack Schmidt). In 2004 the Fort 
Hamlin Hills fire (98,279 acres) swept over the road and threatened the facilities at 
the Yukon crossing, Five Mile, and Seven Mile Station. In spring 2015, a small fire 
started by Dorothy and Jeremy threatened the camp as well. Dorothy is rumored to 
have been fined $500.00. 

 
 According to Alyeska, this is the start of the North Slope Haul Road. 
 
D56.1E Dalton Highway information center and Pipeline interpretive display. Call-out for 

NATC vehicles when crossing the highway. 
 
D56.3E Remote Gate Valve operated from Pump Station Six and from Valdez. This was 

replaced during the summer of 1999. Though the project lasted most of the summer, 
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actual replacement took place over a four hour time span in late August or early 
September. 

 
D56.4 Boundary of Rampart Mining District (to the south) and Koyukuk Mining District (to 

the north). 
 
D58 On Aug. 7, 2011 Robert Munn, a tourist from the United Kingdom, died here when 

he lost control of his motorcycle under muddy conditions. He was traveling north. 
 
D58.1E Pipeline access: check valve 59A. 
 
D58.9W A truck operated by Tena Trucking carrying ultra-low sulfur diesel rolled into the 

ditch on the west side of the road on March 24, 2015. One compartment was 
punctured and 869 gallons of fuel spilled into the ditch [AD – March 30, 2015]. Site 
was excavated (April) and backfilled (June). 

 
D59.4 Pipeline access: old material site. 
 
D60.3W Hot Spot Cafe. This sits partly on private land acquired through the Native Allotment 

Act (southern entrance) and partly on a Bureau of Land Management lease. The Hot 
Spot caters to truckers and other travelers but does not have seating for large groups. 
This was also the site of the Five Mile Pipeline Construction Camp. The pipeline 
between Five Mile and Dietrich Camp (127.3 miles) was built by Associated Green; 
between Fairbanks and Five Mile (143.6 miles) the contractor was P.P.C.O. 

 
D60.4W Five Mile Campground is undeveloped but has potable water (Sixty Mile Artesian), 

an outhouse, a dump station and (sometimes) an on-site host. 
 
D60.6E Road crosses the pipeline over an elevated and insulated section of pipe. Five Mile 

Airstrip was kept open by Alyeska for many years because doing so was cheaper than 
dismantling it. It was finally decommissioned and the tower was taken out around 
2010. 

 
D61.7E DOT/PF maintenance camp--Seven Mile Station. There is a small quarry east of 

Seven Mile Station which contains red chert amidst the more common Tozitna terrane 
gabbro. In this chert can be found the mineral skeletons of numerous radiolarians, 
which are oceanic zooplankton [ADNR 1989]. To the west is a pipeline access road.  

 
D62.2 Northern boundary of BLM’s Yukon node. 
 
D63.6 DOT water access point. 
 
D64.4W Pipeline access. Pipeline material site to the east. 
 
D65.6W Pipeline access: remote gate valve 59. 
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D66.3 Road cuts expose Tozitna terrane gabbro. Gabbro is a dark rock containing mostly 
feldspar and sometimes olivine [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D66.8W Pull out (not recommended). 
 
D67.2 Road cuts through Ruby terrane greywacke, a sedimentary sandstone formed from 

quartz and feldspar with many other rock fragments mixed into it [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D67.6 Pull outs either side of the road. 
 
D68 Hunziker Hollow. During the winter of 2000-2001 (unconfirmed) a trucker named 

Hunziker flipped his rig taking this corner too quickly. 
 
D68.3 Pipeline crossing. Trenching for the pipeline exposed a contact of two different 

geological structures here – indicating a fault [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D69W Gravel pull out (not recommended). A German tourist, Friedrich Gubefeldt, was 

killed here June 4, 2000 when he swerved to miss an oncoming pilot car and went off 
the road [FDNM — June 9, 2000]. 

 
D69.7E Pipeline access. 
 
D70 Northern boundary of the 2004 Fort Hamlin Hills fire to the east and southern 

boundary of the 2005 Ray River Fire to the west. The Ray River fire burned 97,307 
acres and was caused by lightening [BLM 2010]. 

 
D70.1W Gravel pull out (not recommended). 
 
D70.2W Ray River overlook. Burbot, grayling, whitefish (including sheefish) and northern 

pike can be found in the river [Jensen 1994]. Oxbow lakes can clearly be seen. 
 
D70.4E Pipeline access. 
 
D72.1E Pipeline access. 
 
D72.5 Fort Hamlin Hills Creek. Abundant grayling [Jensen 1994]. Bridge was constructed 

in 1982 [USDOT 2013]. DOT water access point. 
 
D73 Sand Hill. Call-out for NATC vehicles. 
 
D73.2W Pull out (not recommended). 
 
D74.0E Pipeline access 
 
D74.1 Rollercoaster. Call-out for NATC vehicles. 
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D74.8 Pull outs either side. 
 
D75 Northern boundary of Ray River Fire (approximate). 
 
D75.5 Cuts on either side of the road expose Cenozoic age (66 million years ago to present) 

olivine basalt [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D76.1E Pipeline access. 
 
D77.5E Pipeline access: old material site. 
 
D78.6W Pull out. 
 
D79.1 No Name Creek. No Name Creek flows into the Ray River and contains Arctic 

grayling. Bridge constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements in 1992 [USDOT 
2013]. 

 
D80 Southern boundary of Dall City Fire (approximate). This fire burned 483,280 acres in 

2004 including the normally wet meadows of the Kanuti. At one point, this fire 
doubled from 200,000 to 400,000 acres in just a few days [BLM 2010]. The miles of 
completely burned spruce forest south of Finger Mountain are clear evidence of the 
intensity of the blaze. 

 
D80.3E Pipeline access: remote gate valve 58. 
 
D81 Fort Hamlin Hills. 
 
D81.5 On May 27, 2013 a truck operated by Alaska Petroleum Distributing caught a soft 

shoulder and overturned spilling 3,000 gallons of diesel fuel [FDNM – May 29, 
2013]. 

 
D82 Cryoplanation terraces to the north. Meltwater percolates into the soil and then, 

through freezing and thawing, moves it down slope. Castle Mountain can be seen to 
the east. Material Site. 

 
D83.7 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
D85.9E A northbound Colville tractor trailer went off the road near DHMP86 on February 25, 

2015 spilling approximately 3,000 gallons of diesel. No injuries [AD – February 26, 
2015]. Crews were still working on the clean-up in late March and had dug out a huge 
pit beside the road. 

 
D86.3W Road leads to a construction era (but still active) quarry of quartzite rocks of the ruby 

terrane [ADNR 1989]. There is a BLM overlook with great views of the Yukon Flats 
to the east. This road is accessible by van but should not be attempted in a coach. 
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D86.5E Pipeline access: remote gate valve 57 
 
D87.5 Mackey Hill southern end. Call out for NATC vehicles. 
 
D88 Caribou Mountain (3,200 feet) to the northwest [Jensen 1994]. The road to the west 

leads to a gravel pit and a BLM interpretive platform and sign containing information 
on the Yukon Flats which can be seen to the east and forest fires. 

 
D88.4 Pipeline access: old material site. 
 
D88.5 Mackey Hill northern end. Boundary between Game Management Unit 20 to the 

south and GMU 25 to the north [ADFG 2014]. Call-out for NATC vehicles. 
 
D90.1 Baker’s Knob. Paved pull outs either side. Paved road from this point to DHMP ~168 

(construction project summer of 2017 to resurface section of paved road). 
 
D90.2 Baker’s Knob pipeline view showing zig-zag expansion bends. The road cuts expose 

quartz-mica schist of the Ruby terrane [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D90.5 On July 31, 2015 thick smoke forced Jeremy D. Rogers to land his Cessna 180 on the 

highway near this location. Rogers and four passengers were all fine; the plane was 
slightly damaged but only while it was being moved off the roadway [FDNM Aug 2, 
2015]. 

 
D90.7E Remote gate valve 56. 
 
D91.1 Dall Creek. 
 
D91.2E Pipeline access. 
 
D94W Whimbrel Hill. Named for a bird belonging to the sandpiper family which breeds 

there in summer. Material Site containing quartz-mica schist of the Ruby terrane 
[ADNR 1989]. 

 
D95.6 Geologic contact point between Ruby terrane metamorphic bedrock (south) and 

younger granitic rocks (north) [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D97.4E Pipeline access. 
 
D97.5E Finger Rock. During pioneer days of Alaskan aviation, bush pilots used this granite 

tor as an aid to navigation. 
 
D98.2E Finger Mountain. Finger Mountain is a Cretaceous pluton (called Hot Springs pluton, 

presumably named after the Kanuti Hot Springs) about 110 million years old. The 
tors of Finger Mountain are biotite granite which include large potassium-feldspar 
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crystals [ADNR 1989]. There have been some archaeological sites identified near 
Finger Mountain which, although fairly insignificant, suggest that the area was used 
by several different cultures as a transportation corridor and lookout area for game 
[Reanier 1995]. To the west is Caribou Mountain. This ridge forms the boundary of 
Game Management Unit 25 to the south and GMU 24 to the north [ADFG 2014].  

 
The cross at the truck pull out is for Steve Aqsakaq Hopson Jr. who died Nov. 27, 
1998. 
 
Finger Mountain burned in September 2004. 
 

D98.5W NATC coach got stuck here January 13, 2018 during a ground blizzard. The guide 
was moving slowly northbound with 12 guests, following the center lane markings in 
intermittent visibility. He took his eyes (and concentration) off the road to grab his 
CB for a call out and lost contact with his orientation markings. Before he realized it, 
he had drifted across the southbound lane and got his left side wheels into the soft 
snow. Several truckers tried in vain to pull the coach out (one ended up stuck 
himself). 20-30 mile-per-hour winds lasted for several hours preventing a speedy 
rescue of guests but the guide was able to keep the engine running and the cabin 
heated. There were no injuries. Once the storm died down, pulling the coach out 
turned out to be fairly easy. 

 
D100 Little Kanuti Flats. Olson Lake. 
 
D100.3W Material site contains fine-grained granite of the Hot Springs Pluton [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D100.7 Pipeline crossing. 
 
D102W Old Man Lodge. At the time collective native land allotments were being awarded 

through ANCSA, the federal government also said individual rights should be dealt 
with. Natives who could prove historic or traditional use of a place could file for 
ownership under the Federal Homestead Act of 1862. A couple from Anaktuvuk 
received this land on the grounds that they used it for blueberry picking, though they 
had to cross miles of prime blueberry country to get there from Anaktuvuk. They 
have been trying to sell it ever since. In 1992, five acres were sold to Brian and Sandy 
Burroughs. 

 
D103.5 Caribou Mountain to the west. 
 
D104.5W Pipeline access. 
 
D105.5W Pipeline access: material site containing igneous rock of the Angayucham terrane 

[ADNR 1989]. 
 
D105.7 Kanuti River. Also known as Old Man’s River (Allan 2017), the Kanuti flows into the 

Koyukuk about 80 miles downstream and is the first tributary of the Koyukuk crossed 



 
29 

by the Dalton. “Kanuti” means “river used frequently by people and animals” in 
Athapaskan. To the west is the Kanuti Flats Wildlife Reserve. Test pits and drilling 
indicate the potential for several million cubic yards of ore-grade placer tin 
(cassiterite). Arctic grayling, burbot, whitefish and northern pike are present [Jensen 
1994]. Bridge constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements in 1992 [USDOT 
2013]. 

 
12 miles downstream from the bridge is Kanuti Hot Springs, accessible only in winter 
via undeveloped trail. 
 

D105.9E Old Man Airstrip can be seen to the East. 
 

D105.9W Pipeline access. 
 
D106.2 Geologic contact point between igneous rock (south) and granitic rock (north) 

[ADNR 1989]. 
 
D107 Old Man Camp was one of the largest pipeline construction camps. It was dismantled 

and removed in 1988. Numerous archaeological sites have been identified around the 
perimeter of the Kanuti Flats on dryer, elevated areas such as this [Reanier 1995]. 

 
D107.1 Pipeline access: material site containing weathered pink granite from the Kanuti 

pluton [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D106 Northern boundary of 2004 Dall City Fire (approximate). 
 
D108.3 Pipeline crossing. 
 
D109.6 Pipeline access road exposes geologic contact point between granitic bedrock 

(southwest) and mafic bedrock of the Angayucham terrane (northeast) [ADNR 1989]. 
Mafic rock is igneous rock containing magnesium and iron. 

 
D110 Top of Beaver Slide. Call-out for NATC vehicles northbound. 
 
D110.3W Box on the west side of the road is a monitoring station for a UAF graduate research 

project (2014). 
 
D111 Well-developed solifluction lobes to the southwest.  
 
D111.3W An installation consisting of two small containers and a tank was put in in August 

2016, presumably a booster station for one of the new fiber optic cables. 
 
D112 March 25, 2019 trucker Howard White got out of his truck to chain up during icy 

conditions, slipped, and hit his head. He passed away at the scene [NATC guide 
conversations with truckers]. 
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D112.2 Pipeline access: old material site. 
 
D113 West side was burned in 1990 [Jensen 1994]. 
 
D113.6E Pipeline access. 
 
D113.9 Hickel Highway crossing [Jensen 1994]. 
 
D114 Fish Creek. Placer gold may be found within one mile of the bridge on either side. 

Arctic grayling and whitefish. Aufeis often forms here as water continues to seep 
from numerous springs in the bedrock throughout the winter. About 10 miles 
downstream from where the road crosses the creek are the Hulgothen Bluffs where 
erosion from Fish Creek has exposed a rich bed of fossils. Fish Creek flows into 
Bonanza Creek and then into the South Fork Koyukuk 30 miles downstream from the 
highway. Bridge constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements done in 1992 
[USDOT 2013]. 

 
D115.3E Arctic Circle sign south entrance. The sign was installed by BLM in the early 1990s. 

The back is intentionally left blank so that people can leave graffiti and messages. 
There are two identical signs which are switched out periodically (as often as 2 times 
per year) for refurbishment/repair. 

 
Fire in 1990. Call-out for NATC vehicles. 
 

D115.5 North entrance to Arctic Circle sign. At this end of the wayside is a small, 
undeveloped campground. This is also a pipeline access road: remote gate valve. Tors 
of Ruby terrane greenstone are exposed at the end of this access road [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D118-120 Stormy 
 
D118 Pipeline access: remote gate valve 53. 
 
D118.4 Culvert: note the artificial thaw bulb created by the increased volume of water 

downhill from the culvert. This and several other unintentional, man-made thaw bulbs 
were more obvious a decade ago than they are now (2017). They are become harder 
to make out as dwarf birch and willow brush volume and height increases throughout 
Stormy. 

 
D118.6 Culvert: see comment above. 
 
D119 Southern boundary of 2005 North Bonanza fire (approximate) which burned 190,945 

acres. Firefighters fought to protect Pump Station Five and the DOT/PF station at 
mile 138 [BLM 2010]. 

 
D120E Connection Rock. Two sections of the pipeline under construction by different 

contractors came together here. 
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D120.7E Connection Rock sign. 
 
D121 Pung Creek [USDOT 2013]. 
 
D122.4E Pipeline access: check valve. 
 
D123W The hill to the west is pluton of granite, part of the Bonanza pluton. There is a good 

example of an aspen clone group on this hill; all of the trees on a patch of the hillside 
are offshoots of a single root system. This one is genetically different enough from 
the trees around it that is turns red in fall and is very obvious at this time of year. 

 
 The valley to the west was glaciated during the oldest glacial period (late Tertiary – 

early Quaternary (3 million years to 11.7 thousand years ago)). Post glaciation ice 
damming caused a large lake to form and at one time the Bonanza Creek valley was 
covered in 820-900 feet of water [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D123.6E Check valve visible on the pipeline. 
 
D124.3E Pipeline access: check valve 52. 
 
D124.6 South Fork Bonanza Creek. Placer gold can be found here. 1.5 miles upstream are 

some placer claims. Arctic grayling, burbot and whitefish [Jensen 1994]. The 
Bonanza Creek Valley downstream from here contains numerous archeological sites 
which could be pre-Eskimo or/and Athapaskan [Reanier 1995]. Bridge constructed in 
1974; major repairs/improvements done in 1992 [USDOT 2013].  

 
D124.9E Pipeline access: MTS 
 
D125 April 8, 1976 a fuel truck went off the road and spilled an unknown amount of diesel, 

which was burned on the spot to prevent contamination of North Fork Bonanza Creek 
[Metsker 1976]. 

 
D125.7 North Fork Bonanza Creek. Bridge constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements 

done in 1992 which required periodic closure of the highway [FDNM — May 18, 
1992; USDOT 2013]. 

 
D126 “Oh Shit” corner. 
 
D126.4 Pipeline access: remote gate valve 51. 
 
D126.5 Granite tors of the Bonanza pluton are visible on either side of the road. 
 
D127.1E Pipeline access: remote gate valve 51. There is also a material site (90-1) here that 

was used for construction of the road. 
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D127.6E Gravel pull out. 
 
D128.7 The creek is a tributary of Bonanza Creek. There was a beaver lodge here east of the 

road and a really nice example of a beaver dam on the west side. These were 
destroyed when the road was widened around 2005. A careful look will reveal 
remnants of the dam, especially when traveling south. 

 
D129 Old road material site (90-2). 
 
D130.3 Road cut exposes andalusite-bearing schist (andalucite contains aluminum silicate 

minerals). The geology here indicates that the Bonanza pluton is relatively young 
(100-115 million years old) [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D132.1 Gobbler’s Knob (1,500 feet) [Jensen 1994]. First full view of the Brooks Range. 

These mountains are called the Jack White Mountains. Gobbler’s Knob is the 
southernmost point from which the midnight sun can be seen along the Dalton 
[Jensen 1994]. Radio Fairbanks repeater station. Road to the east leads to a gravel pit 
containing metamorphic graywacke and greenschist [ADNR 1989] and eventually to 
a mine, presumably gold on Prospect Creek. The USDA Natural Resources 
Conservation Service has a SNOTEL (snow Telemetry) site here for measuring snow 
depth and snow/water equivalent. 

 
D132.1E Pipeline access road. 
 
D132.4 In 1980 a southbound truck went off the road here. The truck was totaled and the 

driver, Donald Kuhn, was seriously injured. He claimed the State had been negligent 
in maintaining the road (they had graveled the bottom of the hill but not the top and 
had not posted any signs warning that the upper part was slippery). Although Kuhn 
had signed a “hold-harmless clause” when he received permission to drive the 
highway, he was permitted by the courts to sue the State nonetheless [FDNM — Sept. 
10, 1984; Sept. 13, 1984]. No information available as to the result of this suit or even 
if it was filed. 

 
D134.9 Pipeline access: check valve 50. 
 
D135.1 Prospect Creek contains placer gold. The lower part of the creek was formed as a side 

channel along the edge of the Jim River ice sheet; this acted as a natural sluice and 
concentrated gold in the creek bottom [ADNR 1989]. Arctic grayling, northern pike, 
whitefish and king salmon [Jensen 1994]. Prospect Creek flows into the Jim River 
three miles from the highway, and then into the South fork Koyukuk. Bridge 
constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements done in 1992 [USDOT 2013]. 

 
D135.8 Road to Bettles 40 miles away heads west from the Dalton. The first eight miles are 

gravel; the rest is used only in winter and is kept open privately. Prospect Creek 
Camp was a storage facility for pipeline construction. It was also used at the time of 
the Hickel Highway. The coldest recorded temperature for Alaska was recorded at 
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Prospect Creek Camp on Jan. 23, 1971 at -80° F, and may have been a factor in the 
construction camps and airstrip being located higher up on the hill when pipeline 
construction began. 

 
D136.1E Pipeline access road. 
 
D137.1E Pump Station Five; pipeline access; State-operated airport. Pump Station Five is a 

relief station; unlike the other pump stations, it is used to control the pressure of the 
oil as it comes down from Atigun Pass. Pump 5 has a refrigerated foundation built on 
a ridge of cemented gravel. The airstrip is 5,000 feet long. Electrical and 
communications lines are protected by the metal “track” along the airstrip access 
road. There is an earthquake monitoring station here. There is an ADEC “pre-staged 
container” for emergency spill response located here [ADEC 2015]. 

 
D137.5W Road leads to a well house. Water is pumped from the Jim River for use at the Pump 

Station. 
 
D137.7W Pipeline material site. 
 
D138.1W Jim River Alaska DOT/PF maintenance camp. A small forest fire burned both sides 

of the road in 1988. Evidence of this fire is now barely visible, swallowed by the 
much larger (190,942 acres) North Bonanza fire of 2005. The Jim River fire was 
started by people and burned 140-215 acres (sources differ). 

 
D138.9 To the west is an access road to a small pond: To the east is a pipeline access road. 
 
D139 Northern boundary of 2005 North Bonanza Fire (approximate). Material Site 91-3 
 
D140.1 Jim River I. Arctic grayling and chum salmon (late July — mid May), Chinook and 

Coho salmon in October [Reakoff 2002]. Burbot and whitefish [Jensen 1994]. Bridge 
constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements in 1992 [USDOT 2013]. This marks 
the approximate location of the Jim River glaciation end moraine, which is 
Anaktuvuk River glaciation age (~2 million years ago) [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D140.2 Jim River I and the Jim River II bridges actually cross a slough of the main river. In 

September 2015, the main river broke through a narrow place west of the road and 
flooded into this slough so that for the winter of 2015-2016, all three bridges crossed 
the main river channel. DOT re-directed the river into its old course in 2016, 
presumably before the spring thaw swelled the volume of water under the two smaller 
bridges [Haul Road Safety meeting October 27, 2015; Fairbanks, AK]. The revetment 
visible here was done just after the river was directed back into its original channel. 

 
D140.4E Pipeline access road. 
 
D141 Jim River II. Bridge constructed in 1972; major repairs/improvements in 1992 

[USDOT 2013]. 
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D141.1E Pipeline access road. 
 
D141.7 Douglas Creek. Annual icings, aufeis, can cause severe flooding and erosion: not the 

extra supports on the pipeline VSMs here. Bridge was constructed in 1982 [USDOT 
2013]. 

 
D141.9E Pipeline access road. 
 
D144.0E Pipeline access road. 
 
D144.1 Jim River III. This is the largest of the three Jim River crossings. The Jim River is the 

most productive fisheries stream crossed by the Dalton. Bridge constructed in 1974; 
major repairs/improvements 1992 [USDOT 2013]. 

 
D144.5 Pipeline access road: remote gate valve 45. There was an old solid waste site here, 

presumably from the road and pipeline construction days. 
 
D145.2 The highway starts up a moraine front of Sagavanirktok River age (~1 million years 

ago) [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D148.9W Pipeline access road. 
 
D149.3W Pipeline access road. 
 
D149.6 Pipeline crossing. 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here as well. 
 
D150.2E Grayling Lake Wayside opened during the summer of 2002. The mountains to the 

east are part of the Jim River pluton, which is composed of biotite-horneblende 
granite [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D150.5E Old Grayling Lake pull out. Grayling Lake is a shallow thermokarst lake which 

though too shallow for fish to overwinter, provides excellent arctic grayling fishing in 
the summer. To the east are solifluction lobes, talus cones and alluvial fans. Grayling 
Creek flows southward from the lake into the Jim River. 

 
D151 The valley north clearly shows the typical “U” shape of glacial scouring. This is from 

Sagavanirktok River age glaciation. This valley is known at “the Valley of Death” by 
pilots: The danger is in following the road too closely and running into fog while 
trying to cross over into the Middle Fork drainage, or in not staring the climb soon 
enough and “running out of air” where the road goes up the steep hill north of the 
South Fork bridge [Todd Mackinaw – Air Arctic pilot; Aug 28, 2018]. 

 
D151.9W Pipeline access: check valve 48. 
 
D152.7 Material Site 94-0 
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D154.1 To the east are two old material sites (90-02) from construction days. One of these 
contains monzonite from the Jim River pluton; the other a cobble conglomerate from 
an adjacent structure. There is a fault running between the two quarries [ADNR 
1989]. To the west is a pipeline access for a check valve. 

 
D154.2 Intense seasonal frost wedging during the last glacial period produced the coarse 

bedrock rubble along the west-facing slope. 
 
D155.1 Gravel pull out. 
 
D156.2 South Fork Wayside. This wayside has special camping and parking restrictions 

under BLM regulations – “no camping or long-term parking (longer than 14 days)”. 
Pipeline access road: check valve 48. 

 
 The final two sections of the Dalton Highway were linked up here on September 27, 

1974. 
 
D156.3 South Fork of the Koyukuk. Placer gold can be found in bench gravels on the north 

side of the river starting about 2 miles downstream from the bridge. There are 
currently 80 mineral claims staked over a 6 mile sections of the river. Arctic grayling, 
whitefish, chum salmon and even a few king salmon are present at the bridge. North 
and South legs of original Haul Road were connected here on Sept. 27, 1974 [Jensen 
1994]. The bridge was constructed in 1974 and major repairs/improvements were 
done in 1992 [USDOT 2013]. Call-out for NATC vehicles. 

 
D156.3W On the north side of the bridge is an access road to remote gate valve 47. Note: The 

pattern of RGVs upstream (on the pipeline) and CKVs downstream at major river 
crossings is logical – the RGV stops oil in the regular stream from getting into the 
river if there is a break and the CKV stops backflow when (if) the pressure in the line 
drops. 

 
D157.3E Pull out 
 
D157.7 Pipeline access: old material site (95-1) contains a conglomerate of greywacke, mafic 

volcanic rock, chert, quartz and granite [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D158.8E Gravel pull out. 
 
D159.0 Pipeline crossing. Pipeline access to the east and west: remote gate valve 47. 
 
D159.1W Material site. 
 
D159.5 Highway intersects terminal moraines of the Itkillik I Glaciation, the youngest 

glaciation in the Brooks Range. Thermokarst ponds can be seen in the bed of an 
ancient (proglacial) lake to the west. Temporary highway construction camp (1999). 
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D160 Road crosses a recessional moraine and descends into an outwash plain. 
 
D161 Chapman Lake. Southern boundary of 2005 Chapman Creek Fire. This lightning 

caused fire burned 172,320 acres was finally stopped by 169 firefighters, two 
helicopters and a scooper plane just six miles south of Coldfoot [BLM 2010]. 

 
D161.1W Gravel pull out and road to (presumed) material site. 
 
D161.2E Pipeline access road. 
 
D162.6E Pipeline access road. 
 
D163.3W Gravel pull out often used by DOT as a staging area. 
 
D164.7 Road crosses a mid-Cretaceous fault called the Malamute fault [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D164.8E Animal crossings, both raised and buried, can be seen to the east [Jensen 1994]. 
 
D165.1W Valley View Overlook. String of small lakes with gravel pull out. This is used by 

DOT as a water station for road maintenance. There is a large pond to the east on the 
far side of the pipeline. 

 
D165.2E Pipeline access: check valve 46; old material site. 
 
D166 Thermokarst pits on the west side of the road. Check valve 46 visible on the pipeline. 

Material Site 97. 
 
D166.3E Pipeline crossing and access road: check valve 46. 
 
D167.1W Pipeline access road. 
 
D168 Cathedral Mountain (3,000 feet) to the northeast. Twelvemile Mountain (3,190 feet) 

to the west. Both of these mountains are composed of igneous rock and chert. The 
ragged, brown pinnacles on Cathedral Mountain are basalt and chert. Cathedral 
Mountain is the site of a number of archaeological finds similar to those found in the 
Bonanza Creek Valley (DHMP124.7), probably pre-Eskimo or/and Athapaskan 
[Reanier 1995]. 

 
D169 Northern boundary of 2005 Chapman Creek Fire. 
 
D169.9 Rosie Creek. Near vertical road cut exposed ice wedges in 1975. These have since 

melted back and been covered by insulating vegetation. On the west side of the road, 
cemetery mounds produced by melting ice rich sediment and ice wedges. Solifluction 
lobes can be seen to the east. 
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 On Aug. 18, 1994 heavy rains in the Koyukuk caused massive flooding. The highway 
was washed out here at Rosie Creek [FDNM — Aug. 19, 1994]. 

 
D169.9W Pipeline access: remote gate valve 45. 
 
D170 Paved section of road from here to D173.2 was torn out by DOT in May 2017. 
 
D171.2W Pipeline access: remote gate valve 45. 
 
D171.7 Road parallels a moraine formed during the Itkillik II glacial advance. 
 
D172.6E Road leads to an old quarry of pyrite-hornblende gabbro [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D173 Southern boundary of the Bureau of Land Management’s Coldfoot node. 7,289 acres 

were conveyed to the State in 1992. BLM kept 100 acres including the Marion Creek 
campground. 

 
 Float Plane Pond to the west. Also pipeline access road: remote gate valve 44. 
 
D174.8 Pedestrian trail from Coldfoot Camp to Interagency Visitor’s Center crosses the 

highway. 
 
D174.8 Interagency Visitors Center (BLM, FWS, NPS) opened June 20, 2003. 
 
D175W Coldfoot. The original townsite was located off the northwest corner of the current 

airstrip, but has been completed washed away by the river. 
 
D175E In 1974 this became the site of Coldfoot Construction Camp. 
 
D175.1 DOT/PU Coldfoot Maintenance Camp. There is an ADEC “pre-staged container” for 

emergency spill response located here [ADEC 2015]. 
 
D175.2 Slate Creek. Gold discovered in 1899 on an upstream tributary, Myrtle Creek, which 

became one of the biggest placer-gold producers of the Koyukuk, yielding 
approximately 8,800 troy ounces between 1900 and 1910. In 1940 a nugget weighing 
23 troy ounces was unearthed. Slate Creek contains Dolly Varden, arctic grayling, 
whitefish, and king and chum salmon [Jensen 1994]. Bridge constructed in 1974; 
major repairs/improvements done in 1992 [USDOT 2013]. 

 
D176 Clara Creek. Roadbed was washed out in 1989 and subsequently raised an additional 

four feet. 
 
D176.5W Pipeline access. 
 
D177 Emma Dome to the west is composed mostly of schist. 
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D177.9 Pipeline access: remote gate valve; material site. 
 
D179.6E Marion Creek Campground (BLM). 
 
D179.7W Pipeline access road. 
 
D179.9 Marion Creek. Placer gold can be found here. Between 1901 and 1909 50 Troy 

ounces of gold were taken from the creek, mostly from a 26 foot shaft that was dug 
down to bedrock in 1908-1909. There are currently (2015) 18 mineral claims to the 
east of the road. The Marion Creek bridge was replaced in 2003 [USDOT 2013]. 
Arctic grayling and (small) Dolly Varden. 

 
D180 Emma Creek enters the Koyukuk from the west on the far side of the valley. Gold 

was discovered on Emma Creek in 1900, and the creek has been mined using drift, 
sluicing, suction dredges and other mechanized equipment. Incomplete records show 
that between 7,000 and 9,000 ounces may have been extracted prior to World War II. 
There are currently (2015) 22 mineral claims on Emma Creek. 

 
D180.2E United States Department of Transportation/Bureau of Land Management 

Interagency Administrative site. 
 
D180.3E Material site and housing for BLM personnel working at the Coldfoot visitor center. 
 
D181 Northern boundary of the Bureau of Land Management’s Coldfoot node. All but 100 

acres of this node have been transferred to the State of Alaska. 
 
D181.5 Pipeline access: remote gate valve 42. An exposure on the west side of the river 

shows Devonian age (419-358 million years ago) gneiss [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D181.9 Sawyer Creek enters the Middle Fork Koyukuk River from the west. It was 

prospected in 1909, 1936 and again in 1995 when a backhoe was hauled in and 
several exploratory pits dug. Only 25 ounces of gold have been reported being taken 
out of Sawyer Creek, but this included one nugget weighing 1.5 ounces. There are 
currently (2015) 14 mineral claims staked along Sawyer Creek 

 
D183.0 Pipeline access road. 
 
D183.4 Dry Gulch. 
 
D184W In November 1998, dog musher Sepp Hermann was training for the Iditarod along the 

pipeline access road when he and his team were attacked by a grizzly. Eight of his 
nine dogs were killed. He himself made it back to Wiseman and ended up running the 
race with dogs loaned to him by other mushers [FDNM — Nov. 15, 1998]. 

 
D184.9W Pipeline access: SWDS. 
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D185W Large rock glacier on Kalhabuk Mountain to the west. 
 
D185.9 Gravel pit used by Alyeska. Rock from this pit has been used to stabilize erosion-

prone banks of the Koyukuk where the pipeline passes near it. This quarry is 
composed of Precambrian or lower Paleozoic schist (perhaps 600 million years old) 
[ADNR 1989]. 

 
D186 Road crosses an end moraine deposited by a late Itkillik-age glacier. The village of 

Wiseman can be seen across the Koyukuk to the west. 
 
D186.3E Paved pull out. 
 
D186.6W Road cut through an end moraine of Walker Lake age (~12,000 years ago). 
 
D186.7 Paved pull outs either side of the highway. 
 
D186.8W Pipeline access road. 
 
D186.9E Access road to old material site. 
 
D187.2 Minnie Creek. Road cuts moraine deposits and a regional fault. Placer gold can be 

found 1.5 to 5.5 miles upstream from the road. There are currently (2015) 14 minerals 
claims on Minnie Creek to the east. Historically, Minnie Creek gold mining has been 
complicated by high volumes of water flowing directly over the bedrock. Arctic 
grayling, burbot, whitefish [Jensen 1994]. Bridge constructed in 1974; major 
repairs/improvements in 1992 [USDOT 2013]. 

 
D187.5W Pipeline access: control valve 41. 
 
D188.5 Middle Fork Koyukuk River. Arctic grayling, Dolly Varden, whitefish, king and 

chum salmon [Jensen 1994]. The bridge was constructed in 1974 and major 
repairs/improvements were done in 1992 [USDOT 2013]. To the west is Midnight 
Dome. The vegetation patterns on the slope to the east is caused by regrowth over old 
landslides (from flooding in 1994) [Reakoff 2015]. 

 
D188.6W Wiseman turn-off. 
 
D188.7 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
D188.8 December 14, 2014 a Big State Logistics fuel truck went off the road here, spilling 

~1,200 gallons of ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel. After the remaining 9,000 gallons were 
offloaded the truck caught fire. The driver was not seriously injured [FDNM – Dec 
15, 2014]. Site was excavated and backfilled. 
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D189.4W Pipeline access road. 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east 
side; South = west side. 

 
D190 Hammond River. Bridge constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements in 1992 

[USDOT 2013]. Spur dikes protect pipeline from high water on the Middle Fork 
Koyukuk. 

 
D190.8 Pipeline access road. 
 
D190.9 Middle Fork Koyukuk 2. Bridge constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements in 

1992 [USDOT 2013]. 
 
D191.2 Pipeline access road. 
 
D191.5 Remote gate valve 40 was replaced during the summer of 2015. 
 
D191.8 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
D192.7 Pipeline link-up point for Dietrich and Coldfoot sections of the road. 
 
D193.6 Pipeline access: remote gate valve 40. 
 
D195.0 Pipeline access: remote gate valve 39. Poss Mountain is visible to the southeast. 
 
D195.4 Nugget Creek. A cabin built in the 1930s by Arctic John Etalook, a Nunamiut Inuit, 

as a summer hunting site was visible in the woods along the west side of the highway 
for many years. A lawyer working for Arctic John set up a roadblock here for a short 
time in 1979. Road maintenance crews “accidentally” destroyed the cabin while 
cutting brush. There are currently (2015) 3 gold claims on Nugget Creek. There is 
little written record of early mining on Nugget Creek, but the remains of trenches, 
tailings, etc. point to extensive early activity. Claims were staked in the 1980s and 
some mining was done starting in 1994. The sheared-off mountain to the west is 
locally known as Nugget Creek Dome [Reakoff 2000]. 

 
D195.8 Pipeline access: valve 38. 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = 

east side; South = west side. 
 
D196 Sheep Creek. This creek was first mined for gold in 1907 and the amount of 

abandoned mining equipment and tailing piles (up to 30 feet high) indicated 
considerable early activity. Active mines were reported from 1933 to 1942 and 
sporadically for a few years thereafter. There are currently (2015) 3 mineral claims on 
Sheep Creek. 

 
D196.8 Pipeline access road. 
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D197 Gold Creek. Gold was discovered here in 1900 and mined sporadically until 1992. 
Between 1900 and 1909 11,000 troy ounces were mined. There are currently (2015) 
43 claims on Gold Creek and another 4 on its tributary Magnet Creek. Gold Creek has 
produces at least 14,000 ounces and possibly much more over the years. The cabin 
north of the creek was built in the 1930s by the Alaska Road Commission as a 
maintenance cabin for its winter trail system. Wiehl Mountain (5,765 feet) east. 
Bridge constructed in 1982 [USDOT 2013]. 

 
D197.2 Pipeline access road to the west; material site access road to the east. 
 
D197.5 Linda Creek. Linda Creek produced gold fairly consistently from 1902 to 1938 using 

hydraulic equipment. In 1962 and again in 1975 heavy equipment was used. In 1978 
drift mining by drilling and blasting began and continued until 2002. From 1902 to 
1999 around 2,070 ounces were removed. There are currently (2015) 6 mineral claims 
on Linda Creek. 

 
D198.6E Paved pull out. 
 
D198.7W Pipeline access road. 
 
D199.6 Pipeline access road: control valve. 
 
D201.9 Pipeline access road. 
 
D202W Sukakpak Mountain (4,459 feet), is composed of white marble from Devonian Skajit 

limestone. A fault along the southern edge of Sukakpak marks a boundary between 
mainly acidic soils (with black spruce) to the south and mainly alkaline soils (with 
white spruce) to the north. 

 
D203 Paved pull out. Large animal crossing. 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road 

here: North = west side; South = east side. 
 
D203.4W Paved pull out. 
 
D203.5 Palsas can be seen on either side of the road at the base of Sukakpak. 
 
D204 Paved pull out and pipeline access road. 
 
D204.2 Middle Fork Koyukuk 3. Bridge constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements 

done in 1992 [USDOT 2013]. 
 
D204.4 Middle Fork Koyukuk 4. Bridge constructed in 1974; major repairs/improvements 

done in 1992 [USDOT 2013]. 
 
D204.5W Pipeline access: remote gate valve 37. 
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D205.2 Paved pull out. Remote gate valve. 
 
D206.9 Dietrich and Bettles Rivers combine to form Middle Fork Koyukuk. 2015/2017 fiber 

optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west side. 
 
D207.1W Pipeline access road. 
 
D207.5 Dietrich River crossing. Dolly Varden, arctic grayling, burbot, whitefish [Jensen 

1994]. Dillon Mountain to the east is of the same geology as Sukakpak. John T. 
Dillon spent most of his life studying Brooks Range geology for the State of Alaska 
and died in a plane crash in 1987. Bridge constructed in 1974; major 
repairs/improvements in 1992 [USDOT 2013]. 

 
D208E This lake, unofficially known as the Sea of Tranquility or Tranquility Lake, is great 

place for moose, swans, ducks etc. To the south, east of Sukakpak, is Wiehl Mountain 
which has a similar geology to Sukakpak. 

 
D208.2 Brockman Creek [USDOT 2013]. 
 
D209 Pavement ends; gravel road north. Major road upgrades occurred during the summer 

of 2018 between here and DHMP 229, including reroute away from FDL-A [DHMP 
218.8]. 

 
D209.3 Dietrich Construction Camp to the west was dismantled in 1988. The old airstrip still 

parallels the road on the west side of the pipeline. The pipeline from Dietrich Camp to 
Prudhoe Bay (225 miles) was built by Arctic Constructors. Pipeline access road. 

 
D210.9 Disaster Creek DOT staging area. 
 
D211.8 Pipeline crossing. A 270-foot-long section of pipeline buried near an undetected ice 

lens in an otherwise thaw-stable flood plain of the Dietrich River had settled 15 feet 
vertically by 1985. A one-mile section of buried pipe was subsequently raised above 
the ground to prevent further thawing. In the process of moving the pipe, pipe 
carrying oil was accidentally punctured. Oil from this leak was apparently “caught” 
and taken to a pit in Wiseman and burned [Reakoff 2015]. The reroute add 407 feet to 
the length of the pipeline. 

 
 This marks the approximate northern limit of white birch on the Dalton Highway. 
 
D211.9 Pipeline access road. 
 
D212.1 Pipeline crossing. 
 
D213.4W Pipeline access road. 
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D212.7E During the 2018 road upgrade, there were numerous 12 hour road closures while 
crews replaced culverts; during one of these, NATC stationed a van on the north side 
of this culvert prior to the closure. Arctic Ocean guests then walked around the 
construction and continued their tour in the new van. 

 
D213.5 Snowden Creek. 
 
D214.5 Pipeline access: remote gate valve. 
 
D215 Disaster Creek. Until 1995 the road was closed to the public beyond this point. There 

is a themokarst lake on the west side of the road. Recent landslide to the east. This 
creek flooded during the pipeline days and wiped out the road for a time, hence the 
name. 

 
D215.5E Frozen Debris Lobe. This is one of the faster-moving debris lobes in the valley, and 

has been measured (2015) at about 123 feet per year. 
 
D216W On the west side of the valley is Conglomerate Mountain, which is made up of a 

conglomerate including volcanic rocks, carbonate, vein quartz, sandstone and 
siltstone. This kind of rock is not found east of the highway [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D216.1E Little Snowden Creek. Pipeline access road. 
 
D218.2 Pipeline access: remote gate valve 35. 
 
D218.5 View of Snowden Mountain (6,240 ft.) to the east. Named by Robert Marshall after 

his Kobuk Inuit climbing companion Harry Snowden, also known as Nutirwik. 
Fossils of Cambrian age (541-485 million years old) trilobites have been found along 
the north base of Snowden. 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = 
west side; South = east side. 

 
D218.8E Frozen debris lobe (FDL-A). FDL-A is about 80 feet deep, 600 feet wide and a mile 

long. This debris lobe appears to be moving downslope at a rate of 10 meters (31 feet) 
per year and could cover the existing roadbed sometime between 2018 and 2023 
[Darrow 2014]. The Department of Transportation moved a 2,000 foot section of the 
road in 2018 in an effort to buy time. 

 
D219 In winter, ice sheets up to 16 feet thick form on the Dietrich flood plain. 2015/2017 

fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west side. 
 
D219.4 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
D219.5 Big Jim Creek drains into the Dietrich River from the west. 
 
D219.8 Pipeline access: old material site (106-1A). 
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D219.9 North Snowden Creek. 
 
D221.1 Owen Creek [USDOT 2013]. Table Mountain to the east. Freezing and thawing has 

pried marble fragments loose from the 1,000 foot high cliffs to form aprons of rock 
rubble. 

 
 The culvert at Owen Creek washed out in August 1994 along with five or six other 

places along the Middle Fork Koyukuk [FDNM — Aug. 27, 1994]. 
 
D221.7 Quarry containing black pyritic marble. Pyrite is also known as “Fool’s Gold” so 

pyritic marble is pyrite that has been metamorphosed into marble through pressure 
and time. 

 
D221.8 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. Active material site. 
 
D22.6 Pipeline access: remote gate valve 35. 
 
D224 Material Site (107-1A) from construction days. West of the Dietrich River are 

exposures of Hunt Fork Shale, Beaucoup Formation (a limestone containing many 
fossils) and Whiteface Mountain volcanics. 

 
 Dietrich River fire burned 335 acres on the east side of the road July 5-17, 2017. 
 
D225.8 Koyuktuvuk Creek flows into the Dietrich River on the west side of the valley. The 

far portion of Koyuktuvuk Creek visible from the road follows a major thrust fault 
called the Amawk Thrust. Within the curve of this fault (west of the creek) is the 
Doonerak Fenster, a geologically anomalous section of rock that seems to have been 
disassociated from its parent structure to the south. 

 
D226.0W Pipeline access: remote gate valve 34. 
 
D226.7 AR site. 
 
D227.2 Nutirwik Creek. River training structures on the east side of the road protect the 

pipeline during high water. Nutirwik means “blizzard” in Kobuk Eskimo. The creek 
was named by Robert Marshall after a climbing companion, Nutirwik, who changed 
his name in 1903 to Harry Snowden. A few gold claims were located along Nutirwik 
Creek in 1976 but there is no record of any mining. Current bridge was constructed in 
1994 [USDOT 2013] after heavy rains in the Koyukuk caused serious flooding and 
washed out the original bridge August 26 [FDNM — Aug. 27 — 28, 1994]. 

 
D229 There is a frozen debris lobe visible to the east. This has been increasing its rate of 

travel over the past few years [Iversen 2013]. Gate valve on the pipeline to the west. 
End of 2018 road upgrade. 
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D229.4 In early June, 2014 a Nana Corporation truck went off the road and spilled 2,500 

gallons of fuel over a 2.7 acre area [AD June 18, 2014]. Pull out (not recommended). 
 
D230 Debris flow on the east side of the stream covered the roadbed in 1992. 
 
D230.8W Pull out. 
 
D232.6E Up the canyon east of the road is Table Mountain, which is comprised mostly of 

limestone. This milepost is close to the 68th parallel, which marks the southern 
boundary of the North Slope Borough [Jensen 1994]. 

 
D232.8 Pipeline access: remote gate valve 32. 
 
D233.4 Pipeline access: remote gate valve 32. 
 
D233.6 Pipeline access road. 
 
D234.3 Pipeline crossing. 
 
D234.8 North Slope Borough boundary sign is about 2.5 miles north of the actual boundary. 

Boundary of Koyukuk Mining District (to the south) and Canning Mining District (to 
the north). 

 
D235.0E Pipeline access road. 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east 

side; South = west side. 
 
D235.2 For many years a tree marked “Northernmost spruce tree on the Dalton Highway” 

stood here. Unknown vandals chopped a ring around this tree in July of 2004, killing 
it. Treeline has been creeping north at least since the construction of the highway and 
the northernmost tree now stands closer to D236 (there are several spruce trees 
growing up on the shelf – these were planted by DOT personnel). 

 
D235.3E Chandalar Outhouse. 
 
D236.5 Grade up to Chandalar shelf (9%) [Jensen 1994]. The road cut exposes black phyllite 

(a metamorphic rock created from slate) of the Beaucoup Formation [ADNR 1989]. 
To the west are turf-banked solifluction lobes. Call-out for northbound NATC 
vehicles. 

 
D237.1 Table Mountain (6,314 feet) to the south [Jensen 1994]. Boundary of Game 

Management Unit 24 to the south and GMU 25 to the north. Pull out on the east side 
and pipeline access road. Call-out for southbound NATC vehicles. 

 
D238 Chandalar Shelf. Large southwest trending ridge is a Pleistocene moraine formed by a 

glacier that flowed over the shelf and into the Dietrich River valley. 
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D238.3 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
D238.8 Old avalanche gate is no longer being used. 
 
D239.2 Chandalar Construction Camp. Now used as BLM field station [Jensen 1994]. 
 
D239.4 Chandalar highway maintenance station. Starting winter 2015 a lighted road 

conditions advisory sign is located here. 
 
 Chandalar airstrip can be seen to the east. 
 
D239.6 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
D239.9 Booster station for 2015/2017 fiber optic cable. 
 
D240 Avalanche gates installed in 2014. These were first used February 28, 2017 after an 

avalanche hit a convoy, burying 2 trucks but not injuring anyone. The road did not 
reopen until March 1. 

 
D240.2 Road to staging area. 
 
D240.4 Remote gate valve. 
 
D240.6 Gravel pull out. 
 
D240.6 Highway crosses the bottom section of a steep debris cone of talus, mudflow deposits 

and avalanche debris. 
 
D241.3 Twelve foot-thick landslide lobe east of the Teedriinjik (formerly Chandalar) River. 
 
D241.5 Between 2008 and 2013 Alyeska began noticing vibrations in the pipeline at the 

bottom of Atigun Pass as well as cracks in the shoe and support welds. It is believed 
these vibrations are a result of low fluids in the line. 

 
D242.1E Howitzer mount for avalanche control. 
 
D242.2 Fossils of brachiopods and horn coral may be found upstream on the south side of the 

West Fork of the North Fork Teedriinjik River [ADNR 1989]. Bridge constructed in 
1982 [USDOT 2013]. Boundary of Game Management Unit 25 to the south and 
GMU 26 to the north. Call-out for northbound vehicles. 
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D242.3E Pipeline access: remote gate valve 31. 1300 meters of pipe are buried in an insulated 
box though the pass to protect thaw-unstable permafrost. In 1980 anhydrous ammonia 
heat pumps were installed. 

 
D243.7W Waterfall. Kanayut Conglomerate with conspicuous red, orange and yellow materials 

is exposed near this waterfall [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D244.1E Pull out. 
 
D244.2 August 24, 2014, a Kirst Aviation Navion L-17A carrying 3 Canadian passengers 

crashed just downhill from the highway here. All three passengers were medivacked 
out by Alyeska and transported to Vancouver for treatment. The pilot was 
medivacked directly to Anchorage. NATC Coldfoot guide Jacob Vallee arrived on the 
scene shortly after the crash, spoke with passengers until the paramedics arrived from 
Pump 4, offering reassurance and support. He and his guests then helped extricate the 
crash victims and bring them downhill to the road. [Caldwell 2014; NATC guide 
conversations]. 

 
D244.7 Top of Atigun Pass (elevation 4,643 ft.)(4,800 feet) [Jensen 1994]. This is a part of 

the continental divide — water flowing north ends up in the Arctic Ocean; water 
flowing south ends up in Yukon River and Bering Sea. Also, Atigun Pass marks the 
boundary between continuous and discontinuous permafrost. A cirque can be seen 
east of the road. The road cut on the west side of the road exposes Kanayut 
Conglomerate. The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service has a SNOTEL 
(snow Telemetry) site east of the summit for measuring snow depth and snow/water 
equivalent3. Endicott Mountains to the west. Philip Smith Mountains to the east. 
Beginning descent from Atigun Pass. Call-out for NATC vehicles. 

 
 The 2015/2017 fiber optic cables were buried under the road through the north side of 

Atigun Pass. Traffic was reduced to one lane for a good portion of the summer of 
2016 during installation. 

 
D245.4 Howitzer mount for avalanche control. Pipeline access road. 
 
D247 Rock glacier and alluvial fan east of the road. Numerous alpine fans and cones are 

visible. The road is built on an alluvial fan where it crosses the Atigun River. 
 
D247.2 500 meters of pipe are buried in an insulated box here to protect thaw-unstable 

permafrost. Heat pumps were installed in 1980. 
 
D248 Remote gate valve. Southern end of 1991 Atigun Floodplain Pipe Replacement 

Project. 
 
 On Sept. 27, 1992 a northbound tanker overturned in icy conditions and spilled 8,500 

gallons of fuel on both sides of the road. Much of the spill was soaked up by snow 
                                            
3 Previously operated by National Weather Service [Jensen 1994]. 
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which was hauled away; the rest was burned off with weed burners [FDNM — Oct. 2, 
1992]. 

 
D248.3 Pull out. Howitzer mount for avalanche control. 
 
D249.1E Pipeline access: control valve 30. 
 
D249.3 Spike Creek crossing. Pull out. 
 
D249.6 Atigun Construction Camp (Spike Creek Camp) to the east. The buildings were 

removed and the area was revegetated in 1978. Apparently there was a bridge here 
which was washed out by flooding Aug. 27, 1994 [FDNM — Aug. 28, 1994]. 
Culverts were installed to replace the original structure [USDOT 2013]. Gate for 
avalanche control. 

 
D250.0W Pull out 
 
D250.2E To the northwest is James Dalton Mountain (7,010 feet) [Jensen 1994]. 
 
D250.7E AT & T repeater station on the mountain top (6,000 feet elevation) to the east. There 

was a spill of diesel fuel at this site in February 2016. 15 cubic feet of contaminated 
soil containing 100-120 gallons of diesel were airlifted from the site by helicopter (by 
NRC). 

 
D251 Remote gate valve. 
 
D251.5E Pull out 
 
D252 View to the south of Grizzly glacier. 
 
D252.7 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
D253.9 Pull out. 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South 

= east side. 
 
D253.0 Atigun River. Arctic grayling (6 — 11 inches), Dolly Varden, burbot and whitefish 

[Jensen 1994]. Several old rock glaciers can be seen on the western side of Atigun 
Valley just north of the bridge. The bridge was replaced in 2000 [USDOT 2013]. 
Active Gravel quarry to the east. Pipeline access: control valve 29. 

 
D253.8 Marx Creek [USDOT 2013]. 
 
D254.5 Highway crosses a major fault (there are many faults visible to an expert eye in 

Atigun Valley. To the north of this fault is Kanayut Conglomerate (red-brown); to the 
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south on the east side of the valley is Hunt Fork shale (brown-black) and on the west 
is Noatak sandstone [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D255.1W Pipeline access: control valve 29. 
 
D255.5W Three box-like structures on the pipeline. Do not know what these are. 
 
D256 West Fork of the Atigun River enters from the west. On Nov. 11, 1997 a Sourdough 

Express truck carrying drill pipe slid off the road under icy conditions, killing driver 
Bobby D. Byrd. He had chained up to go over Atigun Pass but had taken his chains 
off once he reached the bottom on the north side [FDNM — Nov. 13 — 14, 1997]. 

 
D256.5 Northern end of 1991 Atigun Floodplain Pipe Replacement Project. 
 
D257.2 Pipeline access: control valve 28. West Fork of the Atigun River comes in from the 

west. 
 
D257.5 View to the south of James Dalton Mountain. The Atigun River valley marks the 

boundary between two geologic terranes (Hunt Fork Kanayut and North Slope.) 
 
D257.7 Control valve. 
 
D258 A fatal accident involving a private vehicle occurred here June 25, 2000. Passenger 

Mark Weronko was thrown from a southbound SUV when it skidded on loose gravel 
on a corner and went off the road. He was not wearing a seatbelt [FDNM — June 27, 
2000]. The road is paved from DHMP 258-265. 

 
D259.5 Trevor Creek. Bridge constructed in 1982 [USDOT 2013]. 
 
D259.6W Pipeline access. 
 
D259.7 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = east side; South = west 

side. 
 
D259.9 Pipeline access: control valve 27. 
 
D260.6 Access road to a quarry which has been in operation since 1974. Kanayut 

Conglomerate is blasted and crushed to provide gravel for the road. 
 
D260.8W Pull out. 
 
D261 Control valve #27. 
 
D261.4 Pipeline access: control valve 27. 
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D263.2 Southernmost extent of ancestral Galbraith Lake recognizable because the Atigun 
River transitions from a broad, braided channel through cobbles and boulders, to a 
single-thread stream through silt and sand [Huryn 2012]. 

 
D263.2 Control valve #26A. 
 
D263.7 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here: North = west side; South = east 

side. 
 
D265.1 Roche Moutonnée Creek. Bridge was constructed in 1982 [USDOT 2013] and 

replaced in 2017. 
 
D267.2 Pipeline access road. 
 
D267.4 Holden Creek. The original bridge was constructed in 1982 [USDOT 2013]. Flooding 

washed this bridge out in July of 1999 [NATC Guide observations]. Holden Creek is 
sometimes known as China Valley Creek [Huryn 2012]. 

 
D267.5 Staging area for DOT. 
 
D268-271 Highway crosses a belt of Lisburne limestone and dolomite. This is part of the same 

formation in which the Lisburne oil pool was discovered at Prudhoe Bay. 
 
D268.9 In July of 1999, a mudslide came down the hill and blocked the road for a few hours. 

Materials actually hit the vertical support members of the pipeline in several places 
[NATC Guide observations]. 

 
D269.2W Pump Station Four. This is the only pump station north of Fairbanks on an 

unrefrigerated foundation (it sits on limestone bedrock). At 2,760 feet it is also the 
highest in elevation. Permafrost here is 245 meters (803 feet) deep. To the northwest 
is a kettle lake called Tea Lake. There is an earthquake monitoring station here. There 
is a DEC spill response “pre-staged container” here as well [ADEC 2015]. This is the 
end of a gas pipeline that runs alongside (mostly) the road from Deadhorse. 

 
D269.5 Road crosses over the pipeline. There are no heat-radiation fins because the ice-rich 

permafrost is so deeply frozen. 
 
D270 Tea Lake to the west. Arctic grayling, burbot and lake trout [Jensen 1994]. Lacustrine 

sand dunes can be seen along the edge of the Atigun River to the west. This is 
depositional material from when the whole valley (up to 18 miles of it) was the bed of 
a huge glacial lake [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D270.4E Pipeline access: remote gate valve 26. 
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D270.6 Mosquito Lake. Archaeological site of the Denbigh tradition dating from about 3,800 
— 2,600 years ago (see Archaeology) [Reanier 1995]. At its deepest, Mosquito Lake 
is 8 meters (26 feet). Valve. 

 
D270.7 Atigun River 2. Directly athwart the pipeline on the south/east bank of the river, is the 

site of an old Nunamiut village called Aniganigurak [Reanier 1995]. The Atigun 
River makes a sharp bend to the east and passes through Atigun Gorge. The bridge 
was replaced in 2000 [USDOT 2013]. The castle-like promontory east of the parking 
lot is called Guardhouse Rock [Huryn 2012]. 

 
D270.9W Pull out. 
 
D272 Galbraith Lake is 3.5 miles long and was named for bush pilot Bart Galbraith in 1951. 

Inuit name “Natravak” means “big lake” [Jensen 1994]. Galbraith Lake has a 
maximum depth of 7 meters (23 feet). Dolly Varden, lake trout, burbot and whitefish 
[Jensen 1994]. Archaeological digs were conducted here by the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks prior to construction of the pipeline. Three cirque glaciers, called the Three 
Sisters, can be seen near the mountain summits to the west. 

 
D272.5 Entering Arctic Foothills physiographic province. Seasonal view of aufeis that forms 

annually on an alluvial fan west of the lake. 
 
D273.1E Pipeline access road. 
 
D274.1E Pull out. 
 
D274.6 Pipeline access: old material site. 
 
 Galbraith Construction Camp. Island Lake to the west contains arctic char, arctic 

grayling, lake trout and whitefish [Jensen 1994]. On September 3, 2014 a southbound 
pilot car slid off the highway and rolled over, killing the driver, Dale Linse. Linse was 
an experienced Dalton Highway veteran who came to Alaska to work on the pipeline 
in 1975. 

 
D274.8W Road to Galbraith. 
 
D275.5 Glacial erratic boulders in Itkillik age glacial drift. These have been carried from the 

Brooks Range by glaciers. 
 
D276.2E Pipeline access road. 
 
D277 Highway traverses a series of recessional moraines left behind by a retreating Itkillik 

II glacier. Island Lake to the west contains lake trout, arctic char, grayling and 
whitefish. 
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D278 Southern boundary of Toolik Lake Research Natural Area. No camping in research 
area. Island Lake. 

 
D278.1W Pull out (new construction 2015/2016). 
 
D279 I-Minus Lake to the west. 
 
D279.5E Buried animal crossing. Pipeline access: control valve 25. 
 
D280.4W Small side road – unknown destination. 
 
D281.5W Pull out (new construction 2015/2016). 
 
D282.4 Pipeline access road: 2 control valves; manual gate valve. Also a valve installation for 

the gas pipeline. 
 
D283 Jade Mountain to the west-northwest. 
 
D284.2E Pull out. 
 
D284.3 Toolik Lake and Toolik Field Station. Toolik Lake is a kettle lake of Itkillik II age 

glaciation (sediments on the bottom of Toolik Lake date from 12,000 years ago to the 
present. Toolik Field Station is a research camp of the University of Alaska, Institute 
of Arctic Biology that was begun in 1975. The large hills to the north are Itigagknit, 
Imnaviat and Slope mountains. The lake directly east of the Toolik access road is 
called Lake E1 

 
 Toolik construction camp. 
 
D285 Road crosses a lateral moraine of Itkillik I glaciation, recognizable by the abrupt 

change in vegetation, drainage and relief. The rolling tussock-covered hills to the east 
mark an earlier glacial stage called the Sagavanirktok glaciation. In July, 2000 a fatal 
accident occurred on this corner when a private vehicle lost control and went off the 
road. 

 
D286.1E Pull out and overlook. 
 
D287.6 Creek from small lake to the east. 
 
D288 Horizon Lake (Lake E5) is east of the highway. It is 12 meters (39 feet) deep and 

contains arctic char but has no inlet or outlet. 
 
D288.8 Kuparuk River. Arctic grayling are present. On Aug. 26, 1992 a huge culvert bringing 

water under the highway washed out, shutting down the highway for four days. The 
culvert was replaced by a bridge in 1994 [FDNM — May 18, 1992; Sept. 1, 1992; 
USDOT 2013]. Kuparuk means “rather large river” in Inupiaq [Huryn 2012]. 
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 Pipeline access to the east: control valve; manual gate valve. 
 
D289 Southern end 2019 (proposed) highway upgrade to raise the grade by 3 feet. 
 
D289.2 Pipeline crossing. 
 
D289.3 Animal crossing. The buried pipe is insulated to prevent thawing. 
 
D290.3E Pipeline access: active material site. 
 
D290.6 Imnaviat Creek. The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service has a SNOTEL 

(snow Telemetry) site here for measuring snow depth and snow/water equivalent. 
 
D291.3 Toolik River. 
 
D293 Northern boundary of Toolik Lake Research Natural Area. East of the Sagavanirktok 

River about eight miles off the highway is Putu Knoll, an archaeological site dating 
back about 10,000 years. 

 
D294.2W Buried animal crossing. 
 
D297 Material site, probably for highway. 
 
D297.4 Highway crosses the outer Itkillik I glaciation drift limit. Gas pipeline valve. 
 
D297.9 Oksrukuyik Creek contains arctic grayling and burbot [Jensen 1994]. It is often 

referred to as “Ox” Creek. 
 
D298.1 2019 (proposed) highway upgrade to flatten this corner. 
 
D298.4 Not visible from the road, there is a series of five kettle lakes east of the road, called 

the Fog Lakes. The deepest of these is 17 meters (56 feet) [Huryn 2012]. 
 
D299.4 June 7, 2014 a Nana Corporation fuel truck went off the road here and spilled an 

estimated 2,500 gallons of fuel onto the tundra, effecting about a 2.5 acre area. 
 
D299.8 Northern boundary of BLM managed lands. North of this point the land is owned by 

the state of Alaska. 
 
D300 Highway crosses the outer Itkillik II drift limit. 
 
D300.2 Booster station for 2015/2017 fiber optic cable. 
 
D301 Slope Mountain (4,010 feet) [Jensen 1994] to the west is composed of sedimentary 

rocks (deltaic Nushuguk sandstone) deposited around 100 million years ago in an 
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environment where river sediments interacted with a large body of water such as the 
gulf of an ocean. 

 
 West is a pipeline access road: check valve 23 and an old material site used during 

pipeline construction. East is a booster station for 2015/2017 fiber optic cable. 
 
D302.0W Sag/bend animal crossing. 
 
D302.9 The large kame west of the highway is the site of the Gallagher flint station, one of 

the oldest archaeological sites in northern Alaska. Radiocarbon dating of material 
located at this site indicated that it was used between 10,000 and 3,000 years ago. 

 
 This is the northern boundary of BLM administered pipeline corridor. From here 

north, the lands are administered by Alaska Department of Natural Resources. 
 
D305 Road crosses Itkillik II moraine front, then follows the outwash terrace deposited by 

glacial streams. The bluffs (600-800 feet high) west of the Sagavanirktok River were 
deposited by several glacial episodes (Sagavanirktok and Itkillik) [ADNR 1989]. 

 
 Northern end 2019 (proposed) highway upgrade to raise the grade by 3 feet. 
 
D305.6E Sag River DOT/PU maintenance Camp. Starting winter 2015 a lighted road 

conditions advisory sign is located here. To the west is a pipeline access road. 
 
D306.4W This small knoll has been the home for a number of containers for many years, the 

origin and purpose for which remain unknown. 
 
D307.1W Material Site 119-4. Pipeline access: check valve 22. 
 
D309.4E Junction of Atigun River and Sagavanirktok River, which comes out of the mountains 

east of Atigun Valley. 
 
D309.5 February 11, 2014 a northbound fuel truck operated by Eggor veered off the road and 

rolled over, spilling just over 2,000 gallons of diesel fuel. There were no injuries 
[FDNM – Feb. 13, 2014]. 

 
D310 Sagavanirktok River east of highway. The Sag River contains arctic grayling, burbot, 

Dolly Varden and whitefish [Jensen 1994]. 
 
D310.1 Gully erosion on the east side of the road was induced by the concentration of water 

flow through culverts onto frozen, ice-rich soils. 
 
 A flood here in 1989 washed out 300 feet of road [FDNM — May 30, 1989]. 
 
D311.1W Pipeline access road. 
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D311.2E Pipeline material site. 
 
D311.9W Pump Station Three. East of the road is a manual gate valve for the gas pipeline. 
 
D313.7 Sam Schuyler Memorial Bridge crosses Oksrukuyik Creek. This bridge was 

constructed in 2010 and named after Schuyler, who worked for 18 years as the Dalton 
Highway Roving Manager. 

 
D314.3W Pipeline access road. 
 
D314.3E Surprise Rise4. Road to the green containers on the bluff alongside the Sagavanirktok. 

These presumably house spill response equipment. 
 
D316.1W Pipeline access: check valve 21. 
 
D317.9 “Yellow warbler creek.” (Not officially named) [Huryn 2012]. 
 
D318.1E Very small river access road. 
 
D319.5E Small pull out. 
 
D319.8 Oil Spill Hill. Call-out for NATC vehicles. 
 
D320.4W Pipeline access: check valves 20 and 21. 
 
D320.6 Gustafson Gulch. 
 
D320.8E River access. 
 
D321.6W Valve #20. 
 
D324.9 Ice Cut. Call-out for NATC vehicles. Engineers building the Haul Road encountered 

large volumes of ice all along this bluff. The dikes on either side of the road were 
built to contain the sediment that was expected to drain from the bluff when this ice 
was exposed prior to road construction. Sandstone (Nunushuk group) beds are present 
on either side of Ice Cut [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D325.0E Pipeline access road: active material site. 
 
D325.8E Pull out. The road crosses several Sagavanirktok glaciation (781-126 thousand years 

ago) recessional moraines between here and DHMP 339. 
 
D326.1E Pipeline access 
 
                                            
4 Named in DOT suggested list of call-outs. Not heard used as a call-out or referred to by this name by 
anyone else – RW. 
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D326.2 Pipeline crossing. 2015/2017 fiber optic cable crosses the road here. 
 
D326.5 Gas pipeline valve. 
 
D328.7W Small creek access road. 
 
D330 Five miles to the west, right on the edge of the Dalton Highway corridor, a test well 

was drilled in 1975 (Lupine Unit 1: 1975 by Forest Oil Corporation to a depth of 
14,268 feet) [ADNR-DOG 2014]. 

 
D330.6E Pipeline access: valve. 
 
D330.8 Dan Creek flows into the Sagavanirktok River. Pipeline valve. Contains arctic 

grayling. Bridge was constructed in 1982 [USDOT 2013]. 
 
 On Dec. 19, 1990 a tanker went off the road while trying to pass a pick-up and spilled 

4,100 gallons of diesel. Most of the spill was sucked up using vacuum trucks [FDNM 
— Dec. 20, 1990]. 

 
D334.4 Happy Valley Pipeline Construction Camp was located in the valley to the west. East 

was a supply depot and airstrip. Since construction, this site has been used by a 
number of persons and agencies. For a time the Bureau of Land Management 
maintained a small cabin for field personnel and the Alaska State Troopers and/or 
Fish and Wildlife Service have had temporary officers stationed here during hunting 
season (August and September). Curt and Lynette Beddingfield of BrooksFlyer have 
used the strip during the summer, bringing customers to remote sites for caribou 
hunting (unguided), hiking, backpacking etc. Seventy North, which contracts aerial 
surveys for the oil companies and anyone else who needs them, as well as logistical 
support for hikers, hunters etc. also has a facility here (2015). 

 
D334.5 Happy Valley Creek. Arctic grayling. The bridge was replaced in 1995 [USDOT 

2013]. 
 
D336.5 Road is paved from here to mile DHMP345.5. 
 
D339 Northern extent of Sagavanirktok glaciation (781-126 thousand years ago) end 

moraines. 
 
D339.5E Pipeline access: check valve 17. 
 
D341 October 10, 2014 a head-on collision of two trucks seriously injured the driver of a 

Carlisle vehicle. 
 
D341.0E Pipeline access: check valve 17. 
 
D342.1 Gas line remote gate valve. 
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D342.2 Pipeline access. 
 
D344.2E Pipeline access: check valve 16. 
 
D.345.5 Mark Creek. In July of 2002 three inches of snow followed by heavy rains filled the 

creek here beyond the capacity of the newly installed culvert. Whirlpooling dug out 
the culvert and destroyed a section of the road which had been surfaced only weeks 
before. 

 
D346 Pipeline access road to the east: check valve 16. In December 1990, a truck roll-over 

caused 40 to 50 gallons of hydrochloric acid (used for cleaning calcium deposits from 
oil wells) to spill. Most of this dissipated before crews could recover it [FDNM — 
Dec. 19, 1990]. 

 
D346.4E Small building is probably for cathodic remediation. 
 
D347.7W Sagwon Overlook was installed around 2010. This marks the northern limit of ancient 

Anaktuvuk age glaciation (2.5 million-780 thousand years ago) [Huryn 2012]. The 
cliffs along the west side of the river are non-marine sandstone and conglomerate 
[ADNR 1989]. 

 
 The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service has a SNOTEL (snow 

Telemetry) site near here for measuring snow depth and snow/water equivalent. 
 
D348 Constructed during the winter of 1963-9164, Sagwon airstrip (originally Sag 1 

because of a second, temporary airstrip downriver) was a major staging camp for 
geological and geophysical parties. No longer in use, partly to protect nesting 
peregrine falcons. 

 
D349 Northern limit of alder along the Dalton Highway. 
 
D352 Old tractor trains exploring for oil in the early 1960s cut a slash across the tundra. 
 
D352.3 Prince Creek Formation (sandstone) exposed east of the road. Cretaceous dinosaurs 

(65 to 76 million years ago) have been recovered from this formation 90 miles to the 
northwest. These include hadrosaurs and represent the northernmost paleolatitude 
known for dinosaurs. 

 
D353.2W Materials pit containing loose conglomerate with chert, quartz, quartzite and other 

rocks [ADNR 1989]. 
 
D354.5 Last Chance Wayside opened in the spring of 2003. It is owned and maintained by the 

State of Alaska. In August 2015 the Last Chance became No Chance for about a year 
when the outhouse was welded shut (vandals or desperate travelers busted the welded 
bar off in June 2017). Over the years, several truckers have been trapped here by 
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drifting snow when they used it as a rest stop. As a result, the pull-out at the top of the 
hill is more commonly used now. There is a Wyoming gage and other meteorological 
instruments just on the north side of the hill. Franklin Bluff are visible to the northeast 
(from the top of the hill) and the White Hills to the northwest. Last Chance has been 
used occasionally as a starting point for an ice road to Nuiqsut and to exploration 
areas to the west. 

 
D354.9E Pullout. The memorial is for a driver working for Cruz Construction who died in his 

vehicle sometime around 2013. The story goes that he was dead for about three days 
before anyone checked.5 

 
D355 The Alaska Department of Natural Resources conducted tundra depression 

experiments just off the east side of the road here in 2003 to assess new methods of 
winter oil exploration. This area marks the end moraine of a very early glaciation 
(Gunsight Mountain - ~3 million years ago) although very little glacially deposited 
material is still in place because of subsequent weathering and erosion [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D357.0W 2015/2017 fiber optic cable booster station. 
 
D357.1W 2015/2017 fiber optic cable booster station. There are two competing fiber optic 

cables which were installed at roughly the same time. For most of their length, they 
are laid in the same trench. One is owned by Quintillion; the other by GCI. (This is in 
addition to an older cable installed in 1998, which is owned by GCI. 

 
D358.8 Pump Station Two. Elevation 545 feet above sea level. Out of service since 1997. 

Northern limit of dwarf birch along the Dalton Highway. The highway is paved from 
here to DHMP362. Upstream on the east bank of the Sagavanirktok River an oil-
saturated, course-grained sandstone is exposed at low water [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D361.5 Ivishak River (“red earth” in Inupiaq) enters the Sagavanirktok east of this point. 

Several exploratory wells were drilled approximately 10 miles east of here in the 
1970s (Echooka Unit 1: 1972 by Mobile Oil to a depth of 12,500 feet. Ivishak Unit 1: 
1975 to a depth of 2,800 feet) [ADNR-DOG 2014]. No data available on what was 
found. 

 
D362 Southern end of Cruz Construction 2017-2018 road improvement project ($32 

million). Roadbed was raised 7 feet and underlain with insulation foam board. 
 
D362.2E Pipeline access: check valves 13 and 14. 
 
D364.7E Pipeline access: check valve 13. 
 
D365-400 Large amounts of overflow from the Sagavnirktok River closed a 35 mile stretch of 

the highway for several days in early April, 2015. Overflow from the river started at 
DHMP 309 and caused intermittent problems all the way to Deadhorse [FDMN – 

                                            
5 Personal conversation with Tim Bishop, Alaska West driver June, 2018. Unsubstantiated. 
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April 6, 2015]. Cost of repairs from this event was $46 million [Shur lecture 2017]. 
For detailed information about this highly unusual event, see the Natural History 
portion of the Encyclopedia. 

 
D365 Low hills to the west are the White Hills. Two exploratory wells were drilled on 

federal land 4 and 8 miles west (Nora Fed 1: 1970 by Atlantic Richfield to a depth of 
17,700 feet. Susie Unit: 1966 — 1967 to a depth of 13,517 feet) [ADNR-DOG 2014]. 
The Susie was drilled with the first oil rig airlifted to the North Slope. This was done 
with a Hercules C-130 from Lockheed Aircraft. There were several layers of “oil 
show” at the Susie, but only in thin bands unsuitable for commercial drilling. The 
drill rig was moved north and used to drill State No. 1, the historic discovery well at 
Prudhoe Bay [Roderick 1997]. 

 
D366.6E Pipeline access: check valve 12; active material site. 
 
D268 A test well in 1970 about eight miles west of the road (Bush Fed 1: by Home Oil 

Company to a depth of 16,090 feet — no further data available) [ADNR-DOG 2014]. 
 
D369.0E Pipeline access road. 
 
D369.2E Pipeline access: check valve 12. 
 
D369.5E Spur dike. 
 
D369.6E Pull out. 
 
D370.3E Heat pipes on buried section of pipeline. 
 
D370.9E Pipeline access: check valve 11. 
 
D374.3E Pipeline access: check valve 10; manual gate valve 10; check valve 11. 
 
D376.6 Pipeline access: check valve 10; manual gate valve 10. 
 
D377+ Closed-system pingos can be seen west of the road. 
 
D377.3 Franklin Bluffs Construction Camp housed 1,100 men and 97 women at its peak. It is 

still used as a storage area by Alyeska. In 2005 an exploratory well was drilled 
between the pad and the road by the United States Geological Survey. They were 
assessing coalbed methane potential. This shallow well (1,818 feet) was drilled using 
a portable truck-mounted drilling rig [NSSI 2013]. 

 
D378.1 Gas pipeline valve. 
 
D378.4E Pipeline access: check valve 9. 
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D379 Northern end of Cruz Construction 2017-2018 road improvement project. Southern 
end of Cruz Construction 2016-2018 road improvement project ($31 million). 
Roadbed was raised 10 feet to mitigate thawing of permafrost and to provide a barrier 
to flooding of the Sagavanirktok River. 

 
D380+ Franklin Bluffs. At the southern edge of the bluffs is claystone containing Eocene 

(56-33 million years ago) pollen. This material was deposited either in a delta or large 
lake [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D380.9 Staging area for road construction. 
 
D381-394 The orange colored layers of the Franklin Bluffs are composed of iron-rich siltstone. 

On top of these layers is a white quartz conglomerate, from which the White Hills to 
the west derived their name [ADNR 1989]. 

 
D382 A test well was drilled 4 miles east of here in 1974. (West Kadleroshilik: to a depth of 

4,566 feet — no further information available) [ADNR-DOG 2014]. 
 
D382.5 A Colville tanker carrying diesel fuel left the road when its outside wheels got caught 

in the soft shoulder in dense fog and rolled over here on August 24, 2018. Veteran 
driver Joy Wiebe was killed in the accident. 

 
D383.0W Valve installation on gas pipeline. 
 
D385.7E Pipeline access: check valve 8. 
 
D387 3 miles west of here a test well was drilled in 1988 (Pipeline State 1: to a depth of 

10,460 feet — no further information available) [ADNR-DOG 2014]. 
 
 In 2012 Donkel Oil and Gas proposed building a pipeline connecting the Pipeline 

State 1 drill site to the Trans Alaska Pipeline. This would tie in with Great Bear 
Petroleum’s plans for unconventional oil shale fracking in the area. 

 
D387.7E Pipeline access: check valve 8. 
 
D391~ 1977 oil spill at a check valve 23 miles south of Pump Station One got into several 

small lakes about 1/5 mile from the Sagavanirktok River. 
 
D392.0E Pipeline access: check valve 6. 
 
D395.4E River and pipeline access road. 
 
D395.9E Spur Dike 4. 
 
D396.2E Spur Dike 5. 
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D396.9E Spur Dike 6. 
 
D397 Northern end of Cruz Construction 2016-2018 road improvement project ($31 

million). Southern end of Brice Inc. 2015-2018 road improvement project ($45 
million). 

 
D397.5E Pipeline access road. 
 
D397.6W Gas pipeline valve. 
 
D398 Three kilometers to the west is Percy pingo, which is 15 meters (49 feet) high [Huryn 

2012]. 
 
D398.5 Pipeline crossing. 
 
D407 Scalloped banks and tilted soil blocks produced by thermo-erosional niching along 

Sagavanirktok River. 
 
D409~ Connor Pond. 
 
D411 Several types of experimental reflective road markers were tested in this ½ mile or so 

during the winter of 2018-2019. They were designated as “Test 4” and “Test 5” 
(Tests 1-3 were reserved for designs that were rejected prior to the experiment). 

 
D412 Trenching experiment. See E18.6. 
 
D414 Northern end of Brice Inc. 2015-2018 road improvement project ($45 million). 
 
D413W Deadhorse Camp. Operated since 2008 by Sukakpak, Inc. Renovated in 2015. Major 

flooding in May 2015 prompted DOT to cut the road just south of Deadhorse Camp. 
See encyclopedia (Sagavanirktok River) for details. 

 
D414 VOR beacon. 
 
D416 Deadhorse. 
 
 Colleen Lake is a shallow, fresh water lake and is not connected to the Arctic Ocean. 

Many of the lakes around Deadhorse are named by oil field workers or truckers after 
their girlfriends as testified by the handmade signs. Some change names with 
alarming frequency. 

 
 Petroleum wells show permafrost to be about 2,100 feet deep.  
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